
SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE LORD MAYOR OF CORK, 

 CLLR BRIAN BERMINGHAM AT THE 

CORK BUSINESS ASSOCIATION / HEINEKEN AWARDS
SECOND QUARTER WINNER 2008
 KEANES JEWELLERS

Distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen 
I’m delighted to be here this evening 
at my first Cork Business Association / Heineken quarterly awards.

It is particularly pleasing that the event celebrates Keane’s Jewellers, 
who are the second Quarter winners for 2008.

The Keanes and Berminghams have long links with the previous generation 
and this present generation as classmates.

The awards criteria - is to identify,
honour and acknowledge 
an individual, business or person 
who has contributed to, or promoted 
the enhancement of the commercial, 
cultural or civic life of Cork City. 

There can be no doubt that Keane’s 
meet this criteria  
as confirmed by Corkonians over the years 
and by the judging panel, 
chaired by Mr James O’Sullivan. 

The Cork Jewellers are celebrating

Not only the 60th anniversary of the business 

But now this prestigious award as well.
Although, to most of us, 
Keane’s are a Cork institution, 
over the years the business has expanded to Killarney and Limerick.   

In the beginning the business specialised 
in selling watches and soon won 
one of the three Rolex agencies in Ireland.

This was followed by the Cartier agency and last year they were award the luxury brand Patek Philippe.  

Watches are still selling well 
and the number of brands on offer 
is now well over 40.  
The company is in its third generation.  
Some of their customers are third generation also - with grandmothers bringing their grandchildren in to buy that special birthday or communion present. 

The grandchildren of the founders 
are actively involved in the business. 
Gerard, son of Ger, is now in charge of the diamond buying while 
Patrick’s son; Pat is in charge of watches 
and the store in Limerick.

The Keane’s are reluctant to take Alan Crosbie advice, “Don’t leave it to the Children”.  

Keane’s, sponsor many charity events, including Action Breast Cancer and Cork Breast Cancer 
so it is clear they are not just a model company and important employer, 
they also take their social responsibility 
very seriously. 

I congratulate, 
all generations past and present 
for giving to Cork such a wonderful service 
and the adjudication panel 
for considering them worthy.

Go n-eirí libh

Cllr Brain Bermingham, 

THE CORK BUSINESS ASSOCIATION HEINEKEN AWARDS

To identify honour and acknowledge an individual business or person who has contributed to or promoted the enhancement of the commercial, cultural or civic life of Cork City

THE JUDGING PANEL


JAMES O’SULLIVAN
Chairperson


JOE GAVIN


City Manager


ALAN CROSBIE

Irish Examiner


RAY Mc ANDREW
An Garda Siochána


JOHN CROWLEY
Heineken Ireland

JAMES O’SULLIVAN:

James O’Sullivan is Chair of the judging panel.  He is joint Managing Director of M & P O’Sullivan Limited  as well as a Director and Past President of the Cork Business Association.  James is also well known for his work with the Carrigaline Lions Club.

JOE GAVIN

Cork City Manager, Joe Gavin along with the elected members of the City Council is responsible for developing and implementing the long term strategy for the social, economic and cultural life of Cork City.  He is originally from County Mayo.

ALAN CROSBIE

Alan Crosbie, Chairman, Thomas Crosbie Holdings.  He is the 5th generation of his family to run the Examiner Publicaions (Cork) Ltd.   Alan is a well known and highly respected  Cork man and along with his many business interests he is author of a book on family business called “Don’t Leave it to the Children”.  

RAY MC ANDREW

Assistant Garda Commissioner, based in Anglesea Street and responsible for Garda activities in the Southern region.  He is a long serving member of the force having served in Donegal, Dublin, Waterford, Tipperary North and Cork City.  He is a native of Sligo.

JOHN CROWLEY

John Crowley is Trade Relations Manger with Heineken Ireland.  Heineken Ireland are the main sponsors of the Cork Business of the Year Awards.
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