Councillor Brian Bermingham 

Lord Mayor  of Cork 080709 


Public Representatives, 
Councillors

Ladies and Gentlemen…

It is with delight that I come to Togher 
for the first time as Lord Mayor 

May I congratulate the Togher Wednesday Social Group and all your Volunteers 
including Chrissie O’ Callaghan 
who has given so much over so many years.

To your officers and members 
for your initiative in organising, 
once again, this annual Mass? 

Your Group is dedicated 
to assisting people in so many ways as is see by your past, present and future activities. 

Some of our Planned Activities

· Visit Blackrock Castle Observatory 
(in July and October)

· Revisit Barry’s Castle

· Picnic in Fitzgerald’d park

· Visit Gluxman Gallery & UCC

· Health Day

· Newsletter Workshop

· Networking Day

· Visit Midleton Distillery

· More Computer Training 

· Toastmasters

· Conserving Energy (ESB)

· How to use a Video Recorder

· Christmas Arrangements 
(3rd & 17th Dec.)

· Christmas Party (Lunch)

- symbolises the effectiveness of your efforts 
MAJOR PROJECTS

In December 2005 the Group Published 
its own magazine (12 pages) 
It was compiled and printed by the members themselves – 
who organised a Workshop 
and attended a computer course to enable them to do so 
Since then the format of the Newsletter has changed and it is published 6/7 times annually.

In the months leading up to March 2005 
all the members engaged in producing a magnificent 18 block quilt depicting 
the Culture of Togher Past and Present 
this is on permanent display in Togher Community and Social Services Centre.

Many of you have come from the Lough, Togher, Ballyphehane and elsewhere


I was reared in the Lough parish as most of us were I am a past member of the Lough Boy Scouts. 

As the population grew in the 50’s 
new parishes were established including Togher, 
the Church of the Way of the Cross in Togher, 
was built built in 1972 
This gathering represents a golden treasury 
of wisdom, and experience.   

Look up this website for an aerial view of the church.

http://www.irelandaerialphotography.com/air_images/004260.html 

You have seen, heard and lived through
The 20th Century, a Century of sorrow, pain, tragedy, excitement, hope & joy,
Recall…The first decade… when 
Queen Victoria visited Cork in April of 1900 
and granted Cork the Charter July 1900 
confirming the title Lord Mayor on the Mayor 
of the City at that time Daniel Hegarty. 
She departed this life in 1902, 
The Great Cork Industrial Exhibition was held in Fitzgerald’s Park named after the first elected Lord Mayor Sir Edward Fitzgerald

Ford’s Model-T, 
First aviation Flight, 
The San Francisco Earthquake, 
and the First Silent Movie.

Recall-The second decade- 1910…
when The Titanic sank [1912] 
Prohibition rocked America, 
Europe faced World War 1. 
The Easter Rising awoke Ireland [1916] 
The Liner Lusitanian was sunk, 
The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia [1918] 
& Alcock and Brown flew the Atlantic [1919]

Recall… The 20’s when many of you were born into an Ireland reaching its lowest point with 

1. The war of Independence, 
the Treaty of 22, 
the Civil War, 
the death of Michael Collins 
& Cosgrave led Government.  

2. The Roaring 20’s by all accounts was a raunchy decade
the Can-Can dancing was in big. 
People danced until they dropped. 
Radio became popular, 
people tuned in listening to jazz, 
and Louis Armstrong. 
3. Sound Movies began and were a big hit. 
4. The Stock Market Crash of 29’ 
started the Great Depression. 
It lasted through the 30’s, until mid 40’s
5. Al Capone hit the streets of Chicago
Recall… The 30’s when
De Velera’s Fianna Fail took the reigns of Government in 32. 
The trade War…
The Spanish Civil War…
Hitler and Mussolini inspired the European Fascist movement, 
with pale reflections in Britain with Mosley. 
General Duffy led the Blueshirts in Ireland. 
Ireland voted a new Constitution in 37’

Recall… The 40’s when
1. Millions were slaughtered in World War II. Remember the genocide of the Jewish people. 

2. Some of you served in the British Army. 
The local defence force protected Ireland’s neutrality during this grave time. 

3. Pearl Harbour brought America into the war.
The atomic bomb dropped in 45’, 
showed the fragility of planet earth. 
4. The Berlin Airlift showed the world in better light.
5. I entered this Wonderful World in the late 40’s when the Innisfallen symbolised the trauma 
of this nation and this City. – 
Emigration- lasted until the mid 90’s. 
6. Ireland became a Republic in 49’


Recall… The 50’s when 
many of you were in full flight…
we saw the World changing – 
1. The craic was good in crickle wood” 
Alpine Fusiliers, McCarthyism, the Korean War [1950] Disneyland, Sputnik. T
he Cold War lasted till 1989’
2. Elvis bounced on the scene with jailhouse rock. 

3. You sang the songs…and will again to-night…
Mona Lisa, Goodnight Irene, Mockin’ Bird Hill, 
I Saw Mommy Kissin’ Santa Claus, 
How Much is That Doggie in the Window,
Your Cheatin’ Heart, Oh, My Papa, 
Rock Around the Clock, Blueberry Hill,
Mack the Knife…but this Wonderful World  stopped in 58, when Buddy Holly, died in a plane crash. 
4. The Catholic Church was a powerful influence in our lives.

5. The programme for economic expansion began. 

6. Highfield Rugby Group opened in the early 50’s with its Rugby, Pitch & Putt, oh! To smell that grass so lovingly cut each year. 
The Regal show band danced the Saturday nights away. 
Highfield and the Bishopstown GAA 
played such an important part in our lives. 

7. We also sported and played in the hay sheds and elsewhere on the Munster Institute grounds.
8. Did anyone here go on holidays to Butlins in Mosney ? 
It was the new type of holiday 
and some of you donned - in 55’, the itsy bitsy tinee weenie, yellow polka dot bikini. 
9. Cork Polio and General Aftercare association began work following the polio outbreak in Cork in 56

Recall-The unique 60’s when 
1. Hippies went to San Francisco to wear flowers in their hair. 
Remember Jackie Kennedy. 
Marlin Monroe sang 
“Happy Birthday Mr President!”  
Cuban Missile Crisis in 62, 
2. The Vietnam War grew in intensity, - blood toil tears and sweat on our TV screens. 

3. President Kennedy visited Cork in June of 63’ within a few months November 22; 
He was assassinated 
whilst the Beatles sang “Love me Do”. 

4. His Brother Robert followed in 68’ 
as did Dr. Martin Luther King 
who had a dream championing Civil Rights 
for Afro Americans and influencing the civil Right Movement in the North of Ireland in 69’ 

5. In 64’, cigarette boxes had health warnings, "Smoking can be hazardous to your health". 
40 years later clean air will flow again.

6. People aspired to great heights with drugs, psychedelic music, 
and walking on the moon in 69’.
 "That's one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind." Neil Armstrong

7. "Twisting the night away" was the most popular dance.
8. Women started wearing mini skirts, 
leather boots and fake eye lashes. 
Men wore velvet trousers and long heir
9. The first heart transplant was performed by Dr. Christiaan Barnard, in Cape Town, South Africa. 
10. Let “Lemass lead on.” Full employment due in 68 arrived in 98.

11. In 69’ Donagh O’Malley gave us free secondary education, whilst university students rioted across western societies. 

12. Northern Ireland exploded into a 30 year cycle of the most evil inhumanity and cruelty ever seen on this island. 

13. John Bermingham became Lord Mayor of Cork in 68’

Recall… The 70’s When 
you are in bellbottoms, platform shoes and a white disco suit, 
1. The Munich Olympic Games, Nixon and Watergate,  Abortion debate in America, Patty Hearst, Pol Pot, Star Wars, and Disco fever. 

2. In 73’ we had a Motor fuel crisis, 
and Ireland joined the European Economic Community [EEC]  

3. In 74’ The Vietnam War ended…
The Cork Institute of Technology opened.
4. In 76’,  the Viking probe - finds no life on Mars 
5. In 77’ STAR WARS the movie thrills audiences.

6. In 78’ Muhammad Ali regains the heavyweight boxing title.
7. In 79’ Margaret Thatcher becomes Britain's first woman prime minister…
Brian Sloan Lord Mayor of Cork. 
The Bishopstown Community School opened…
The Cork University Hospital opened.
I was elected to Cork City Council.

8. People started to worry about their weight. Jogging became a popular sport, & jogging suits were in fashion.

9. Charles de Gaulle[70] Louis Armstrong[71]
General Franco[75]
Chairman Mao[76] Elvis Presley[77] died in the 70’s
Recall… The 80’s 

1. Gorbachev, AIDS, Personal Computers, Ethiopian Famine, …Falklands War
2. In 81, Pope John Paul II was shot 
and survived to become the most travelled Pope 
in history. 
President Ronald Reagan was shot and survived.
  
3. Cork suffered major job losses in the early 80’s with the loss of Ford’s and Dunlop’s
the great traditional industries of the 20th century. 

4. The IDA’s patient approach to inward investment began to pay off and the beautiful lands of the Munster Institute’s came under the hammer. 

5. In 85’ Cork celebrated Cork 800…
John Dennehy Lord Mayor of Cork.

Recall… The 90’s 

1. Internet, Nelson Mandela, Waco, The O.J. Simpson trial, Desert Storm [91] The Oklahoma City Bombing [95]

2. Cork won the Hurling and football double, 
3. The people of Yugoslavia tore each other apart. 

4. In 97’ Cloning was discovered in Scotland 
on a sheep named Dolly who's daughter, 
the cloned copy, was exactly the same in every way. 
5. Death came to Princess Diana and Mother Teresa. 
6. Remember Y2K - At midnight on December 31, 1999, the world’s entire computer system was due to crash, it didn’t, but the dot boom, bubble burst.
7. 2000 gave us a local Lord Mayor of Cork 
in PJ Hourihan; 
I had the honour of acting as his Deputy Lord Mayor.
So from the doldrums of the 20th century, 
through the 70’s 80’s - 
to the boom of the latter 90’s - 
Ireland became a very wealthy nation 
and in the process secured for our children 
the agony of not affording a home.

John F Kennedy "asked, 
not what your country can do for you, 
but what you can do for your country." 

You have made magnificent contributions, 
to the wealth & wellbeing of our nation 
and our planet earth, 
to your Family, to the stability in our lives 
in our community & locality.

We know not what the future holds, 
the rise of militant terrorism, 
the threat of weapons of mass destruction,
the threat to family unity, 
the expansion of the European Union, 
the landing on Mars, 
Peace on Our Island 
and full employment.

Yes we shaped the 20th Century; 
we cried at it, we scorned it, we rejoiced at it, 
we praised it…but on balance… 

We say and sing 
oh “WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD”

Louis Armstrong 
I see Trees of Green…Red Roses too

I see them bloom…for me and for you

And I think to myself…What a Wonderful World.

I see skies of blue…and clouds of white 

The bright blessed day …the dark sacred night

 And I think to myself… What a Wonderful World.

The Colours of the Rainbow…
so pretty in the Sky

Are also on the faces…
of the people goin’ by 

I see friends shakin’ hands…
sayin’ how do you do

They’re…really sayin’…
I…love…you…

I hear babies cry…
I watch them grow

They’ll learn much more…
than I’ll ever know 

And I think to myself…
What a Wonderful World.

Oh ya…
I think to myself … 
What a Wonderful World.

Oh ya.

Have a great day 
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