North East Housing Area 10th Anniversary 
Speech by Cllr Brain Bermingham, Lord Mayor of Cork Friday, 11 July 2008
Distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, 


I’m delighted to be here today 
to share in the celebrations 
of what has been achieved here 
over the course of the last decade
Some eighteen years ago 
a group of people from the Mayfield area 
had a vision as to how the area 
should look and develop, 
and with the great foresight 
of the then parish priest,  Fr. Donal Lenihan 
and parish sister Enda Dineen, 
a needs analysis of the area was conducted. 
The catchment area for Mayfield 
consists of a population of 14,000. 


With a mix of both public and private housing, 
the area was experiencing economic 
and social disadvantage 
with much of the public housing in poor repair. 
In 1990, Mayfield got one of the first fifteen Community Development Projects. 
The brief of such projects was to address the needs of the community.
The needs identified in the Mayfield area 
were literacy, housing, information, employment, and education.

The following services were established as a result:

· Community Adult Learning Project

CALP

· Mayfield Employment Action Project
MEAP

· Mayfield Write – On
-ALS
· Mayfield Housing Initiative

· Mayfield Citizens Information Centre

Built on solid foundations, 
each group had its own management structure which always included members of the community and many of these groups are still going strong today. 
Community development is about promoting 
and bringing about positive change in society 
in favour of those who would otherwise benefit least.

In tandem with community initiatives outlined above, Cork City Council undertook 
a major refurbishment of the social housing stock
in the Mayfield area. 
Consultation took place locally 
with individual tenants 
regarding the options available in refurbishment, such as selection of brick facade, roof tiles, doors, glazing and planting for their gardens, 
thereby encouraging a sense of participation 
and ownership of their houses.
Bit by bit, a noticeable change of attitude 
among the residents of housing estates became apparent, 
and a sense of pride of place 
and the environment developed.
Meetings took place between 
the Mayfield Flats Committee 
and the Housing Department 
on issues such as the maintenance 
of the refurbished flats 
and the management of the estates. 
It was as a result of these meetings 
that tenant participation and estate management was introduced and later facilitated and developed through the Adult Education department at UCC. 
The City Council’s desire 
to bring services closer to the people 
led to the establishment 
of the Northeast Area Housing Office 
here in the Community Centre in Ardbhaile, 
bringing many aspects of the housing service 
under one roof. 
The establishment of Fás Community Employment Schemes led to the employment of local people 
in initiatives within the community. 
It has achieved great success over the years. 
Housed in the Community Centre here, 
these schemes have led to mainstream employment for many of the participants.

Social housing in Mayfield 
has seen a huge improvement over the years 
with flats, houses and open spaces being refurbished to a high standard. 
Added to this is the vibrant sense of community among people living in Mayfield, 
together with local initiatives 
to improve the quality of life, 
makes it altogether a better place to live.

The Community Centre in Ardbhaile 
and in particular the activities located here, 
have played a central role in both 
encouraging and developing community initiatives 
to provide a better environment for all, 
and with your help and support 
we can build on this firm foundation 
to further develop in the future.
I would like to congratulate 
the local community, 
Resident’s community associations 
and City Council staff 

for making Ardbhaile a template 
which could be followed by many, 
as to how positive interaction 
between all concerned can produce 
more than the sum of its parts 
a vibrant, effective participative programme 
in the community’s best interest.
Go raibh maith agaibh

Cllr Brain Bermingham

Lord Mayor of Cork
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