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On the 28th June 1963, John F. Kennedy, 
President of the United States, 
addressed the Joint Houses of the Oireachtas. 
In the course of his speech he identified 
Ireland's place in the world at that time 
and he made the following statement.
"From Cork to the Congo, 
From Galway to the Gaza Strip,
From this Legislative Assembly
To the United Nations in New York, 
Ireland is sending its most talented men and women to do the World's most important work". 
This was very high praise and well deserved 
because it identified the unique contribution 
which Ireland had been making to international peace and security – 
a contribution which we continue to make 
right to the current day. 
In fact it all started five years earlier, 
on the 28th June 1958, 
when five Irish officers took up duty on the Lebanon/Syria border 
in order to establish whether cross border infiltration was taking place. 
These brave men were the pathfinders 
and the first Irish soldiers to work under the Blue Flag and wear the Blue Beret of the United Nations. 
In the interim not a single day has passed 
without an Irish soldier manning his or her post somewhere in the World 
and this is a legacy of which every man, woman and child in this country should be very very proud. 
Of course, this achievement has also had a price, eighty-five Irish peacekeepers 
have given their lives in the service of peace. 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude as a Nation 
to these brave people 
and to the families they left behind 
who shouldered a terrible burden 
which for the most part 
has never really been understood. 
And so it is fitting that we assemble here today 
to do two things. 
Firstly, we are rededicating this Monument which was erected in the Park by the Irish United Nations Veterans Association 
in order to remember those who died 
and recall the excellent service which they gave. 
Secondly, we will shortly open an exhibition 
in Cork Public Museum 
which celebrates Ireland's 50 years 
of unbroken United Nations International Peacekeeping 
I encourage you all to spend some time 
both today and throughout the summer contemplating the incredible work 
which has been achieved 
by the Defence Forces 
in so many places throughout the World 
during the past fifty years. 
I am personally delighted 
to be associated with today's events 
because they mark, 

in another unique way 
what for me this year
Will be a journey of remembrance 
as I walk the road of Ardméara Chorcai  
for the next twelve months. 
I am extremely mindful of the fact 
that I carry a huge burden
and an incredible legacy in this office. 
The first Brigade Commander 
of the Cork Brigade of the Irish Volunteers 
was Tomas MacCurtain.
The second Brigade Commander 
was Terence McSweeney 
and today I am present in the midst 
of their successors 
who constitute 
the Defence Forces both serving and retired. 
Accordingly, and for all of these reasons,
it is highly appropriate that Ardméara Chorcai  
should rededicate this Monument 
and open this Exhibition. 
I am both proud and humbled 
to bear witness to both events.
Go raibh mile maith agat go lear.
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