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Launch of “The Cork City and County Book of Honour –

Great War 1914-1918” by the Lord Mayor Cllr. Brian Bermingham

15th July 2008

Distinguished Guests
Ladies & Gentlemen 

On Saturday last, I attended a moving ceremony 
in Fitzgerald’s Park, - in order to mark 
the re-dedication of a monument 
erected by the Irish United Nations Veterans Association 
to remember their colleagues 
who gave their lives in the service of peace. 
Immediately afterwards 
I opened an exhibition in Cork Public Museum 
to mark 50 years of unbroken international peacekeeping service by the Defence Forces 
and I was both proud and humbled 
to be associated with both events. 
I was proud because of the Defence Forces incredible achievement since 1958, 
and humbled because 
I was in the midst of the relatives 
of decent honourable people 
who went abroad for all the right reasons 
but never made the journey home. 
I was personally delighted to be associated with these events 
because they began for me 
what will be a journey of remembrance 
as I walk the road of Ardmhéara Chorcaí 
for the next twelve months, 
and it is my intention 
to honour and remember all Cork people 
who gave their lives 
in order that Ireland 
and the world might be a better and safer place. 

In 1914 the Irish Volunteer Organisation  
split on the question of whether Ireland 
had obligations and responsibilities 
to contribute to the war against Germany.  
The overwhelming majority believed that they did and enlisted en masse in the British Army. 
Thereafter they focused 
on doing their job and staying alive 
but the odds were staked against them. 
In the war of attrition which followed 
over 2,500 Cork-men perished, 
thousands of others received horrible injuries 
and many who survived returned home suffering from post traumatic stress disorder-PTSD-
except back then nobody called it PTSD – 
these ex-soldiers were just considered a bit odd - and their families were left unsupported 
to deal with the consequences.  

Those who died gave their lives for the glory of God and the honour of Ireland and we know this is true because it is written on countless memorials scattered across the battlefields – 
and those Volunteers who went to war 
on Easter 1916 
did so for exactly the same reasons. 
We also know this to be true because 
it was emblazoned on the wall 
outside the Volunteer Hall 
at Sheares’ St. in this City. 

Both groups genuinely believed 
what they were doing was right, 
both followed the advice of their political leaders, both wanted to make Ireland and the world 
a better and safer place in which to live, 
both made an enormous sacrifice, 
and both left families behind 
who had no option other than to pick up the pieces and try to get on with life.
For all these reasons it is important and appropriate that we recognise and remember 
those who gave their lives.

I am delighted to be here tonight, 
on the next stage of my journey of remembrance, as we launch a unique project – 
The Cork City and County - Book of Honour – 
which will identify and record 
the names and details of those brave Cork-men 
who lost their lives in the First World War.

I congratulate Cork City and County VEC 
on this initiative – it is long overdue – 
and I commend those who have volunteered 
to become patrons or members of the Project Team 
and I look forward to publication of the book 
in March. 
I also wish to acknowledge the unique contribution made by Mr Paddy Harte over the years 
as he continues to drive 
the National Book of Honour initiative 
and I am delighted that he is here with us tonight having made the long journey from Donegal. 
I have absolutely no doubt that we owe a huge debt to those Cork men who died in the First World War, and to the families they left behind. 
By publishing this book 
we will finally have made an effort to repay 
that debt, 
and so if gives me great pleasure to formally launch the Cork City and County Book of Honour Project 
and I wish you all every success 
in your work in the months ahead.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir.  - Cllr. Brian Berminhgam  Lord Mayor of Cork.
