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My Lord Bishop, Reverend Sisters, 
Reverend Fathers, Ladies  & Gentlemen.
Cairde go lear 

It is a privilege for me to today 
to host this gathering 
to congratulate, my very good friend,
Sister Celestine on her Golden Jubilee 

I understand The Mercy Sisters 
are also celebrating other golden jubliarians.
Sr. Imelda O'Shaughnessy 
who was professed on the same day as Celestine.
Sr. Rita Twomey 
based at St. Maries of the Isles.
Sr. de Chantal Murphy 
based at St. Maries of the Isles

Please accept our congratulations 
and our best wishes. 
The Mercy Sisters are making an enormous contribution to peoples of this fragile planet earth.

Many Irish Sisters of Mercy 
had gone to other countries to spread the Gospel and engage with communities in need. 

Today, you live and work in 
South America:
Brazil, Peru,
North America:
Canada-British Columbia
United States.
Europe:

Ireland and Britain
Africa:

Kenya:
Nigeria, South Africa,Zambia

Personally - my Sisters [four of them] 
benefited from schooling at 
St. Catherine’s, St.Als and Mount Mercy.

I grew up across the road from St. Catherine's Convent, Bishopstown Avenue. Tel: 021-4541376
I’m a neighbour to the Sisters at 2, Woodbrook Grove, Bishopstown. Tel: 021-4341903.
And a local councillor  to the Sisters at, St. Columba's Convent, Bishopstown Avenue West. Tel: 021-4545549
"Cuan na Trocaire", 23 Benvoirlich Estate, Curraheen. Tel: 021-4343371
Sandymount Drive, (No. 1), Glasheen, Cork. 
Tel: 021-4541613

On behalf of the City of Cork 
may I express our congratulations 
to the Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy 
for the wonderful contribution they have made 
in so many different fields in Cork, Ireland 
and the Global Community? 

Your lovely website is very worthy of a visit. www.sistersofmercy.ie
To all celebrating your golden jubilee 
50 years of Service is a great achievement 
I would like acknowledge the marvellous work 
you all have done during your lifetime.

Sr. Celestine, having completed her degree 
spent 6 years working in the Philippines, 
upon her return to Cork she taught 
in St Als for 30 years, loved by her students many of whom she still meets with today.  

With the arrival of so many immigrants to Cork 
Sr. Celestine became very aware of the overwhelming need for the provision of 
English Language Classes 

With this in mind she started with a handful 
of Asylum Seekers from the Kinsale Road Accommodation Centre in one classroom 
provided by the Mercy Sisters.  

The good news spread and the demand for classes increased.  
Sr. Celestine was joined by Sr. Helena 
to help cope with the numbers 
and so Welcome English was born.
The demand far outstripped the availability of space 
and never a lady to be daunted by such trivial problems, Sr. Celestine approached 
The Mercy Sisters for help.  
True to their ethos the Mercy Sisters 
came up trumps and Welcome English 
moved into their present premises.  

From one room to 14 classrooms 
Sr.Celestine sought teachers for the students 
who were plentiful, 
Sister Celestine has such a beautiful way about her that it is very hard to say No.  She never really asks but suggests and leaves the rest up to God and us. 

It seems he never lets her down.  
I think perhaps she would have made a wonderful diplomat had she not chosen to become a Sister.  
Diplomatic loss is most certainly the convent’s gain.  
The Mercy Sisters is giving wonderful help 
to the New Communities in Cork 
through their continued support
of Sr. Celestine, her team, and Welcome English.
So many other religious congregations 
also give essential support to Welcome English 
both financially and in the form of teaching staff. 


1. The Presentation Sisters, 
2. Sisters of the Holy Rosary, 
3. Sisters of the Infant Jesus 
4. and Sisters of Our Lady of the Apostles, 

Welcome English 
a Voluntary Non-Profit Organisation 
could not exist without the continued support 
from a range of organisations 
including the City of Cork VEC 
providing teaching hours to part-time teachers.  
And of course its volunteers-38 volunteer teachers 
all of whom give of their time, 
talents and experience, willingly, 
the consensus is that they get more out of it 
than they give.  

The first time I witnessed the wonderful work 
being done at Welcome English 
I, like so many of you, was impressed 
at the level of commitment, interaction 
and great atmosphere present in the Centre 
among students and staff alike.  
Welcome English epitomises 
Integration at its Best

May I take this opportunity to thank and congratulate 
the Mercy Sisters for your work globally? 
To Sisters in others orders 
who I had the great joy in working with 
in Adult Education for many years.
and Sr. Celestine and Her colleagues on their  golden jubilee 

May I wish Sisters everywhere 
the very best for the future.


Cllr. Brian Bermingham, Lord Mayor of Cork.

