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President of the IPPA Gerry O' Leary FIPPA, will officially launch the exhibition
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen

I am delighted to represent the City of Cork, 
here in the Vision Centre at St. Peter’s Church, 
as Lord Mayor. 

The Vision Centre on its 10th Anniversary 6th June 2008 is the essence of, and symbolizes 
Cork’s regeneration – 
it having being the most visible symbol 
of ugliness & decay 
is transformed into a place of beauty 
improving the quality of the public realm 
at the core of Cork’s historical center 
and in its work illustrating life in all its complexity, creativity and inspiration.

Thanks and congratulations 
to John X Miller Director, 
Lorraine Cahalne, Centre Administrator, 
and staff at the Cork Vision Centre.

Into this beautiful venue The Irish Professional Photographers Association (IPPA) launches 
the IPPA / Royal & Sun Alliance 
National Photographic Awards 2008.
Opened to the public on Saturday 2nd August, 
until the 28th August 2008 with free admission demonstrating and featuring 
a selection of the award winning entries 
from over 34 categories - including 
Best Avant-Garde Portrait, 
Avant-garde (pronounced [avɑ̃gaʁd] in French) means "advance guard" or "vanguard".[1] 
The adjective form is used in English, to refer to people or works 
that are experimental or innovative, particularly with respect to art, culture, and politics.

Best Press and PR Portfolio and 
Best Newcomer.

David Cantwell was awarded this year’s 
IIPA Royal & Sun Alliance Professional Photographer of the Year 2008 at the National Photographic Awards.  
David’s winning portfolios were also judged 
the best in the Commercial and Advertising Awards 
also the Best Single Print in the Classical Portrait and Advertising categories.  
Congratulations, David.

My congratulations and thanks to all the Photographers who participated 

Participation is, in itself, so beneficial, 
as it necessitates - training – skill acquisition - communicating, meeting people and contesting. -  
all elements contributing to the individual’s personal and career growth & development. 

May I also thank the Media – and photojournalists for their excellent and courageous coverage 
of civilizations onward march, War & Peace and in between over the years? 

They have shown great commitment 
and are playing a major part in heightening awareness of the issues confronting us 
locally, nationally, and globally. 

It is appropriate for us to-night to acknowledge those photographers, who laid down their lives, 
or were injured, in recent and past conflicts,

At home and abroad, 
telling and showing us -
the story that needed to be told. 

The Vision Centre may someday host an exhibition of their work. 
Photography The word is derived from the Greek words for “light and writing”

1800 Thomas Wedgwood 
had successfully captured images, 
but his silhouettes could not survive, 
as there was no known method 
of making the image permanent. 

1827 the first successful picture was produced 
by using material that hardened on exposure to light after eight hours. 

1830’s Daguerre discovered a way of developing photographic plates, 
a process which greatly reduced the exposure time from eight hours down to half an hour. 
He also discovered that an image 
could be made permanent by immersing it 
in salt. 

1839 the French government bought the rights to it and details of the process were made public.
However, not all people welcomed this exciting invention; some viewed it in quite sinister terms. 
The Leipzig City Advertiser stated: 
"The wish to capture reflections is blasphemy.
“Is” it possible that God should have abandoned, 
His eternal principles, and allowed a Frenchman
to give to the world an invention of the Devil?" 

At that time some artists saw in photography 
a threat to their livelihood and some even prophesied that painting would cease to exist. 

But the growth of Photographic Galleries 
around the Globe mushroomed. 
How many do we have in Cork in 2008?

In recent years Photography, the Art of Photography 
and the development of the camera 
has undergone rapid and significant changes.

It is great to acknowledge your presence 
in recording for posterity 
the Images that are worth a thousand words, 
such as 

That moment in time capturing
· Sporting events in all their colourful glory. 

· The transformation of Ireland’s rural  landscape with its increasingly delightful pretty towns and villages.

· The many by-ways and new roadways linking our urban settlements.

·   The increasing fragile ecosystem,
endangered species, and sources of pollution, and dead fish in our rivers and waterways.

·  Or indeed the 40 shades of green in “our own lovely lee” which after the completion of the main drainage scheme 
we are once again be able to sing with conviction. “On the banks of my own lovely lee”- nearly?
· Or the dynamic changes in the quality of the public realm - Our “beautiful City, charming and pretty” has changed at a very fast rate in recent years - Patrick Street, Grand Parade, inner docklands, Cork’s historic centre such as the Marsh or Blackpool. 

· Many of these new images of Cork are  captured in John Millar’s book “Emerging Cork” –
 “an extended snapshot and record 
of the changes that have occurred 
in the built environment within Cork City 
during the last five to seven years” - 
a present of it was given to the Mayor of Dresden last week. 
People will come to this exhibition 
with great expectations and anticipation 
in discovering not only stimulating images 
in a variety of settings 
but also new techniques in the art of photography.
Ideas will pour into their minds to further enhance their own creativity.

Maybe we should have a competition / exhibition, on “the changing Cork” bringing as many photos of yester-year and to-day, 
together before Cork is changed forever.

Maybe it time for Cork City Council to open up 
City Hall’s foyer, halls, landings and stairways 
as a location and rolling display,
for all forms of Photography, Art, Craft & Design.
Cork then, is in for a treat, 
as it citizens view these excellent photographs, encouraging many people, into photography, professional and otherwise, 
recording mans place in history
recording our economic, social, environmental, built and political developments.
Thank You 

Lord Mayor:

Councillor Brian Bermingham - 

