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As Lord Mayor of Cork  

May I on behalf of the people of Cork 
I wish to sincerely thank the organisers 
of this event, this evening, 
in remembering the period 
August 6th through August 9th as 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Days. 


It is so important for mankind 
that every community, throughout the globe, commemorate this period with commemorations 
short or long, simple or elaborate, 
but these days should not be forgotten.

By keeping the memory of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki alive 
we may also be helping to keep humanity alive. 

This is a critical part of our responsibility as citizens of Earth living in the Nuclear Age.

The world needs to recall and reflect 
on the experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
as symbols of our 
common humanity, human strength and indomitable spirit. 

I have yesterday sent a message 
from the people of Cork to 
the Mayors of these two cities. 

Dear Mayor, 
At all times but particularly during this period August 6th through August 9th 
our thoughts are with you. 

The names of your Cities 
“Hiroshima and Nagasaki” 
are embedded in our collective thought 
more than any other City in Japan 
and the rest of the planet; 
for these names stand for the massive destructiveness of nuclear weapons and 
for the human strength and spirit 
needed to overcome this destructiveness.

The key to humanity’s future 
runs through Hiroshima and Nagasaki’s past.
Yours sincerely

So the period August 6th to August 9th 
· Is a time in which stories of [the hibakusha,] the survivors, may be shared.

· Is a time to remember truly what happened 
to these cities if we are going to unite 
to end the nuclear weapons threat 
to humanity and life. 

· Is a time to look back 
to enable us to look forward and be alert 
of the risks that are before us. 

· Is a time to understand that it is not necessary to be victims of our own technologies, 
that we are capable of controlling 
even the most dangerous of them?

· Is a time to focus on reclaiming our humanity and assure our common future 

· Is a time to reassert our common task 
to reduce and eliminate the necessity 
of these inhumane instruments of indiscriminate death and destruction? 

· Is a time to implement what needs to be done to end the nuclear weapons threat to humanity and life? 
· Is a time to reflect on our fragile Planet Earth as seen from outer space enabling us to understand immediately that we all share 
a common planet and 
a common future? 

Thank You 

Brian Bermingham 
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