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Ladies and gentlemen, 
Coaches, parents, most importantly, 
Athletes, you are very welcome 
to the Lord Mayor’s office 
this morning before you head off to Mosney 
to represent your community and city at this year’s games.

IF YOU WISH YOU MIGHT LIKE TO INCLUDE SOME HISTORY OF THE OFFICE AT THIS POINT

I know you had fun and challenge 
at the City Sports this year 
where you earned your chance 
to represent Cork. 
I know we all want to win 
and to do your very best is important  
but unless you enjoy yourself as well 
you are missing the most important thing about sport. 

Participation in such events is so important.
I suspect your parents and coaches 
might already have told you 
but people like Sonia o Sullivan and Roy Keane 
won their first medals at the Community Games 
and went on to even better things afterwards. 

With the Olympics 2008 on TV at the moment 
you are all probably 
watching your idols compete and 
dreaming someday it might be you getting the gold.

we wish our athletes in Beijing every success.

We were delighted to welcome 
Ronnie Delaney (born 1935), 
who is a former Irish athlete, 
who specialised in middle distance running.


In 1956, he became the seventh runner 
to join the club of Four-minute milers, 
but nonetheless struggled to make the Irish team for the 1956 Summer Olympics. 

However he went on to win in the 1,500 meters achieving an Olympic Gold medal in Melbourne 1956. 
He broke the World Indoor Mile Record on three occasions. 

Since Delany’s victory 
John Tracey won a Silver Medal in the marathon 
at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles and 
Sonia O'Sullivan won a Silver Medal 
at the 2000 Games in Sydney over 5,000 meters. 

It’s a great honour to be chosen 
to represent your community and your city 
on behalf of the people of Cork 
We hope you will bring back some medals 

to show off to family and friends.

In any event do your very best, 
and enjoy yourselves.
Finally may I extend a sincere thanks 
to all of the volunteers 
who gave their ongoing commitment 
and worked tirelessly to bring this event to a success finale.
Go raibh maith agaibh

Brian Bermingham
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