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Ladies and gentlemen, 
Coaches, parents, most importantly, 
I’m delighted to be asked as Lord Mayor 
to speak briefly at the golden jubilee 
of a man who has given so much 
to the community by dedicating himself 
to what some would consider an unusual parish, 
The staff and inmates of Cork Prison. 
Fr. Michael Kidney 
· Was born in Blackrock, Cork on on 3rd Nov 1931

· He attended secondary school in Mayo and Wilton

· Ordained on 18th June 1958.
· Following which you went to South Africa for 3 months. 
· later to work in Missions in West Africa (Northern Nigeria)   -   
· Kaduna Archdiocese in 1958 to 1972 
· Involved in Pastoral work with Africans for a total period of 19 years
· until ill health forced him to return to Cork (eyesight deteriorating) and spent nearly 6 months in a London hospital.  
It might be said that Fr Michael 
has served longer in Cork prison 
then the longest serving criminals 
in the Irish penal system 
but I’m sure Fr Michael doesn’t see it like that.

You were appointed temporary chaplain 
to Cork Prison in 1974 
where you remain to this date 
celebrating Mass on Saturdays and Sundays

At a surprise staff function at Cork Prison
in the recent past, 

Fr. Michael was presented with a framed letter of congratulations in recognition of his Golden Jubilee 
from our President of Ireland Mary McAleese. 
It gives some indication of the quality of the man. 
On that occasion tributes were paid by 
Governor Collins on his outstanding service 
to both staff and inmates.

During his sporting activities
with the famed Green and Gold of Blackrock 
he was pretty handy with the timber. 
I’m told one would know you had played a game after playing against him. 

I heard a story about his early hurling ambitions.

Fr Michael attended a trial match hoping to be picked for the Cork Minor Hurling team in 1949.  
At that time Fr.Nessin of Rochestown was involved with the team selection. 
When Fr Michael produced himself to Fr. Nessin 
on the day of the trial he was asked 
what position he played at and on answering 
I am a ‘forward’. 
But was told ‘go on away boy 
we have plenty of them’ 
so that was the nearest he got to wearing the famed red jersey. 

Fr Michael also completed a number of climbs of Carrantuohill for the Heart Foundation with the staff from Cork Prison. 
He is also an accomplished keen golfer. 
Africa’s loss was definitely Cork’s gain 
and his service to the staff and inmates 
of the Prison is unlikely to ever be surpassed. 
May I also as Director of Cope Foundation 
Sincerely thank you for all the hard work 
you done to make Cope the organisation 
it done to-day 
· appointed Chaplain to COPE Foundation in early 1980’s 

· Celebrating Mass in 3 schools at COPE Foundation on a weekly basis, 

· preparing children for first Communion and Confirmation and 

· officiating at Graduation Ceremonies in schools 

· Performing Ecumenical Blessings at Official Openings of COPE Foundation Centres, Nurses Graduations etc.

· Visiting Clients and 
· Officiating at Funerals 

· involved with annual Physical Handicap Holiday

I’d like to join with your colleagues and past colleagues 
at the prison and in the wider community 
in both congratulating and thanking you 
for the spiritual guidance and friendship 
you have given to all throughout the years.

Lord Mayor of Cork Brian Bermingham

