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Distinguished guests 
ladies and gentlemen 
I’m delighted to be here this evening 
to officially open this extensive and important exhibition. 

The exhibition runs from 22 August until 22 September at the Archives and 
then for 1 month at the Cathedral itself.  
The exhibition features a brief history of the Cathedral, 
· its physical changes over the years, and 
· those events and people most associated with it, 
such as Bishops Moylan and Cohalan, 
Alois Fleishmann, Father O’Flynn, 
the Sick Poor Society, the choirs, 
processions, and the funerals of Terence MacSwiney, Tomas MacCurtain, and Jack Lynch; 

The Exhibition includes 
old photographs, 
documents and memorabilia, 
as well as some of the parish chalices. 

The exhibition is a joint initiative 
of the Cathedral Historical Committee and 
the Cork City and County Archives 
now located in Blackpool in what was the old fire station. 
The City Archive is delighted 
to be able to contribute to the bicentenary celebrations by helping to create the exhibition and in making our new purpose built building available.

A huge amount of work has been done 
by the Cathedral Historical Committee 
in gathering photos, documents and information. Especially Maeve Higgins, Jim Fitzpatrick, 
Ann Buckley, Ben Hodnett, Fr. Declan Mansfield 
all of whom deserve, along with Brian McGee 
a special mention for this spectacular exhibition.

The Cathedral of St. Mary and St. Anne 
is “the Mother Church of the diocese”. 
It takes its name from the Bishop’s chair – the Cathedra – which occupies a place of prominence 
in the sanctuary and 
symbolises the Bishop’s jurisdiction. 


It has been at the centre of Cork life now, and particularly the Northside, for 200 years.

It was Bishop Francis Moylan’s dream 
to build the Cathedral of St. Mary & St. Anne. 
Work began in 1799 and took 9 years to complete. The ‘North Chapel’ as it is popularly known was dedicated on Mon. 22nd Aug. 1808 
‘with a solemnity unexampled in these islands according to the newspaper of record of the time, the Cork Chronicle  on 26/08/1808). 


It was one of the first early examples of Neo-Gothic work in this country and was unchanged until 1965 when it was extensively rebuilt. 

The exhibition features old photographs 
of the interior and exterior, 
both pre 1965 and also pre the 1996 renovations.

The choir has been central to the story 
of the North Cathedral for well over a century.

Hans Swertz had been organist of St. Vincent’s Church in Sundays Well from 1879.  
The Cathedral Choir was at that stage a male/female mix.  
In 1903 Pope Pius X reformed church music 
which excluded women from church choirs altogether.  
Swertz resigned in protest and in 1906 moved to the USA.  
Meanwhile, his daughter Tilly had married a talented young organist from Dachau in Germany 
named Aloys Fleischmann (born 1880) 
a name of course now synonymous with Choral music and the Choral festival here in Cork

Tilly, herself an accomplished pianist, 
persuaded Aloys to apply for the Cathedral post vacated by her father.  
Fortunately Aloys’ application was accepted, 
and so began his long and distinguished service 
to choral music in Cork. 
Herr Fleischmann played for the requiem mass for Lord Mayor of Cork, Terence MacSwiney, 
who died on hunger strike in 1920.  
In 1922 an impressive new organ was installed in the church, further enhancing the sound.  
Aloys Fleischmann, who received a papal medal in 1954, died in January 1964.  

All the details relating to these important events and personalities have been detailed and exhibited here at this Exhibition and 
I hope time allows for as many people as possible to enjoy it.
I congratulate all involved for their dedication and hard work and wish it every success. 

Rath Dé ar an obair

Cllr Brian Bermingham
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