Asst Commissioner Ray Mc Andrew Retirement Speech

A Aoinna oirirce, 
a dhaoine uaisle, 
tá rimeád orm bheith anso anocht in bhúr láthair chun saothar oibre Ray Mc Andrew a cheiliúradh

Many thanks for your king invitation 
to celebrate the career of 
assistant Commissioner McAndrew, 
Springing from Ballymote, County Sligo to
to-day, if not a free man of the city 
you have truly earned the title “honorary Corkman”. 
As a community we have benefited enormously 
from your experience and leadership. 
The assistant Commissioner joined An Garda Síochána in September 1967 and has had a distinguished career 
serving in the following areas:

Sundrive Road, Swanlinbar, Kevin Street, 
The Crime Task Force, Pearse Street, Harcourt Terrace, Kilmainham, Dungarvan District, 
Carlow/Kildare Division, Garda Headquarters, 
Cork North Division, 
Cork City Division and Southern Region.

Promoted to Superintendent while attached 
to Kilmainham in December 1989 and 
served as District Officer Dungarvan until May 1995.  

During the period 1992 – 1995, served as General Secretary of the Garda Superintendent’s Association.  

On being promoted to Chief Superintendent 
in May 1995, briefly served  as Divisional Officer Carlow/Kildare before being assigned to ‘A’ Branch, Garda Headquarters.  


In February 1996, appointed 
to establish the new Garda Division of Cork North, remaining there as Divisional Officer until January 2002 when you took charge  of Cork City Division.  
In 2005 appointed as Detective Chief Superintendent 
in charge of Security and Intelligence Section, 
Crime Branch, Garda Headquarters. 
And appointed  assistant Commissioner, 
Southern Region on 4th August 2005 
with responsibility for Policing 
across five Garda Divisions 
in the Counties of Cork, Limerick and Kerry. 

The Garda Force and Cork City Council 
Are acutely aware that in the times we now live in, 
it is not enough to simply do your job well. 
In doing so you need to take into account 
how your actions or inactions 
impact on others and how 
the synergy between partners 
delivers more than the sum of its parts.

We in Cork City Council 
are extremely fortunate to share not only a street address with the regional Garda headquarters 
but a joint vision of what Cork is and should be. 
I know Sligo may never have to worry about an All-Ireland homecoming event… 
but without the close assistance of An Garda Síochána  
we could never safely host such events in Cork. 
Perhaps Rays adopted Waterford 
will carry the McCarthy Cup back this year. 
There has been considerable success 
under the AC stewardship in tackling all levels of Crime 
in particular feud-related gun crime in Limerick, 
Drug-trafficking and subversive activity.

You, strengthened 
the organisational structures in the Region, 
enhanced resources and 
was at the forefront of driving change 
which will benefit the organisation and 
the communities that An Garda Síochána serves 
for decades to come.

You, fostered 
teamwork and a partnership approach 
both within and outside the Garda, 
enhanced business processes and 
achieved a sustained commitment from your colleagues to both 
· The vision and achievement 
of high levels of public safety 
· and improved quality of life for communities 
across the Southern Region.

The new joint policing board, 
the effectiveness of all Garda members 
in dealing with the public as individuals and communities 

the quality leadership you inspire 
gives us public representatives and 
the people of Cork 
the confidence that together 
we will ensure a crime free, safe, happy Cork 
into the future.

I’m told Assistant Commissioner McAndrew 
enjoys walking the beaches around Dungarvan 
with his dogs, 
reading, gardening and relaxing at home with his family. 
You are invited to avail of the Cities wonderful municipal golf course in Mahon 
on days when weather allows.
May I extend my appreciation 
and that of Cork City Council 
and the people of Cork 
for your distinguished service 
and wish you, Ray, a long, healthy and happy life 
Go raibh maith agaibh.
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