BEAMISH CORK FOLK FESTIVAL LAUNCH
As Lord Mayor I’m delighted to be here this evening to launch The Beamish Cork Folk Festival  2008. 
I don’t imagine those who have flocked to the event in the past will be effected by the date change. 
If anything, as the nights grow shorter, 
it will provide a welcome diversion. 

Autumn is traditionally referred to as 
the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 
so this year’s festival will be a great attraction to the city at this time.

The festival will take place in over 22 venues 
in Cork city featuring over 34 acts, 
280 musicians and 5,000 dancers 
as part of this year’s Ceili Mor celebrations. 

This year’s highlights will include 
West Kerry’s ‘Beal Tuinne’ featuring Seamus Begley, Rita Connolly, Jim Murray and Shaun Davey. 

Vibrant 11 piece world music fusion band 
‘Salsa Celtica’ from Edinburgh and 
Frankie Gavin and Martin O’Connor who will perform in the beautiful St Finbarr’s Cathedral and 
Cork’s own Conal O Grada . 
The phrase embarrassment of riches 
comes to mind immediately 
when one thinks of the quality of performers on display.
This year’s Beamish Folk Festival 
will also feature artists, musicians, dancers and singers from Ireland, Britain and beyond. 

The programme will include a staggering range 
of musical traditions and styles from Salsa to Slides, from old-time bluegrass to sean nós. 

As usual the festival will feature concerts 
from the Cork Blues, Pipes’ and singers’ clubs,
plus lectures, children’s events and a music trail featuring 40 free sessions.
I don’t intend to steal the organizers thunder here by listing all the acts 
but suffice it to say there will be something to suit all musical tastes. 
I would like to congratulate 
the organizers and the principal sponsor, 
Beamish for continuing to make Cork a wonderful festival city and have no doubt this year’s festival will build on previous successes.

Rath Dé ar an tionscnamh.

Cllr Brian Bermingham
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