“65 Roses” Ball Speech Saturday 081004-

Distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, 
I’m honoured to be asked to address you 
this evening.

Cystic fibrosis … 
is an “inherited chronic disease” 
that affects the lungs and digestive system 
of about 70,000 children and adults worldwide.
The purpose of this ball 
is to raise funds for the treatment of adults and children with Cystic Fibrosis. 
May I thank you for your attendance and support?
 “65 Roses” is what little children suffering from cystic fibrosis call their disease ---- 
the words are much easier to pronounce. 
This is why is the support organisation 
is called … “the 65 Roses Committee”

Mary G. Weiss became a volunteer 
for the CF association in 1965, 
after learning that her 3 little boys had CF. 
Her duty was to call every civic club, 
social and service organization 
seeking financial support for CF research. 

Mary’s 4-year-old son, Richard, 
listened to his mother, as she made each call. 
After several calls, Richard, unaware of Mary’s purpose and unaware He had CF, came into the room and told his Mom, 
“I know what you are working for”. 
A surprised Mon, listened to her son,
 say sweetly “You are working for 65 Roses,” 
Mom gently pressing his tiny body to hers.
Stammered with tears running down her cheeks replied “Yes, Richard, I’m working for 65 Roses.” 

My awareness of this lovely story 
on the origin of the name 65 Roses 
came to me on preparation for to-night, 
and I am, as most people are, 
moved by its simplicity.

I understand there is no cure for CF, 
most individuals die young 
many in their 20s and 30s from lung failure.
However, with the continuous introduction of many new treatments, the life expectancy of a person with CF is increasing to ages as high as 40 or 50. 
Lung transplantation is often necessary as CF worsens.

Unfortunately, Ireland’s record is not encouraging 
I understand it has one of 
the worst survival statistics 
in the developed world 
with the average age of death, at 25 years. 

Whereas the average survival age 
in Northern Ireland is 33 years, 
and in the U.S. and Canada, it’s into the 40’s.

This event to date has raised €110,000 euros. 
These funds are to be combined with the funds raised by the Build4life project 
which has built two 4 bed roomed houses 
in a new [Clonough] housing development 
in Castleisland, Co. Kerry 
They will be sold  as part of a fundraising drive 
to raise 1 million euro. 

These funds, along with other monies raised, 
will be used to develop a specialised 
Cystic Fibrosis Ward in Cork University Hospital, 

The unit is at present in the planning stage 
with the medical team, patients, 
and all those involved striving 
to provide the best possible care and 
facilities for CF patients in the Munster region. 
It will cater for the needs of CF patients from Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford. 

My year as Lord Mayor, to date, 
has further awakened me to the wonderful work 
by so many, volunteers, 
for so many worthy causes. 

Witness the 10,000+ Ladies giving their time 
to others at the mini marathon. 

Civic leaders cannot express adequately 
the admiration and gratitude to all those volunteers who struggle daily for those in need 
of a wide range of essential medical services ----------- in your case for your children 
Irish Society cares for those needing essential medical services for their livihood.
Irish Society enthusiastically understands 
that whilst caring and assisting is admirable 
at one level, --- at the level of the Human Being --- we all have an indisputable basic human right 
to life and happiness. 
We expect our kin, brothers and sisters, 
daughters and sons suffering from medical conditions to enjoy a full life to their full potential with happiness and dignity.
We expect our public representatives 
to spend our contributions in taxes wisely. 
We expect our public representatives to enhance, the facilities, treatment, research and the basic rights for those suffering from medical conditions. 
We expect our public representatives to do this because it’s right to do so 
rather than as a result of Public Pressure.
 
I hope the planned specialised 
Cystic Fibrosis Ward 
in Cork University Hospital, 
will go a long way, to answer,
your dreams
Please have a lovely evening

Rath dé ar an obair

Councillor Brian Bermingham…Ardmhéara Chorcaí  
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