Corona Cork Film Festival Launch 2008

Ladies and Gentlemen
Tonight we pay tribute, 
commemorate and salute 
Mr. Dermot Breen founder member 
of the Cork Film Festival 
who died on, October 5th 1978, 30 years ago 
At the opening of the 1979 Film Festival 
the then Lord Mayor, Jim Corr said 
"he was the man whose inspiration and courage 
founded the festival 24 years ago and 
whose dynamism and leadership guided it through the first 23 years of its life". 

Tonight we celebrate Corona Cork Film Festival 

As President I’m delighted to have the honour 
to address such a varied and enthusiastic 
group of film enthusiasts.
And as Lord Mayor I’m privileged 
to have the honour to be, ex officio, 
involved with such a vibrant international and historic event, 
indeed celebrating the Film Festival 
in Our City since 1956
as one of Ireland's Premier Cultural events. 

1956 ushered in tragic events such as 
Hungarian Uprising, and 
the outbreak of Polio in Cork, 

Bill Haley started a Cultural Revolution with 
“Rock around the Clock”  
the Platters sang “Great Pretender”

Elvis sang "Heartbreak Hotel"

“My Fair Lady” burst on the stage 
and the declared at the time … 
“greatest film of all time” was screened

Cecil B. DeMille’s Ten Commandants 
starring Charlton Heston as Moses and 
amongst others, Yul Brynner, 
Edward G Robinson and Vincent Price. 
The fact that the Festival 
is going from strength to strength 
after more than half a century 
is testament to the energy, commitment and 
skill of the festival directors and 
managers over those years, 

and from your perspective as a cinema lover, 
you are looking forward to the continued 
trend of improving on perfection in 2008. 
This year’s programme, 
in the many varied locations - 
that have become the festival’s hallmark 
have maintained the usual exceptional quality and variety. 
There is something here for everyone and 
of course this could not have been achieved 
without the support of our Principal Sponsor Corona and so many other patrons listed 
in both the programme and 
in the foyer of the Opera House for all too see.
Without further delay 
I will let you all back to your reminiscing 
on festivals past and 
anticipation of this year’s event shortly 
to kick off with another Coen Brothers masterpiece

Go raibh maith agaibh, Cllr Brian Bermingham

Ardmhéara Chorcai

Further information 

Eimear O¹Brien, Press Officer, Corona Cork Film Festival

Tel: 021 4271711, Email: press@corkfilmfest.org 
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