City and County Managers Association 
Dinner October 15 2008

A Aoinna Oirirce, ( E-ANNA IR IR KE ) A dhaoine Uaisle is mór an onóir domhsa istoiche  ( IS TEE HA ) fáilte a chur róimh go léir go Coraigh don ócáid seo.

Distinguished guests 
ladies and gentlemen, 

I am honoured to welcome you all here this evening to Cork for this event. 
As you know, Cork has a reputation for being inordinately proud of its place on Planet Earth.
The City has been transformed in recent years,
from the infrastructural works including 
the Kinsale Road Flyover, 
the Main Drainage works recently completed, 
developments on Lapps Quay and 
the complete redevelopment in St Patrick’s Street and Grand Parade. 

The City has faced into this new millennium, 
with an optimism and enthusiasm.
Our ambitions for a living City quarter 
in the Docklands,
connecting people with our maritime past 
while at the same time re-imagining City living 
is further testament to our ambition and imagination in this regard. 
We live in changing times and nowhere is that more evident than in the rich diversity of language and culture now evident in our city? 
We have, in recent years, fully embraced the rich diversity of language and cultures of those who have made Cork their home.

Cork, in common with many of the towns and cities you represent, has had to adjust to the new economic realities.
Time was, when promoting tourism and industry 
was a centralised task aimed at attracting overseas visitors to Ireland.

2008 sees each city, town and region 
competing for national and international business, playing to the strengths inherent in the historical and cultural heritage of its origin. 
Cork, among its many other attributes, 
has always had a rich musical history and 
with our international Folk, Jazz, and Choral festivals it has re-imagined itself as “Musical City”. 
Indeed on my election as Lord Mayor 
 was inspired to break into a short verse of 
“The Banks”.

Cork, as some of you may also know, 
has a long tradition of Mayoral visits to the schools of the region. 
This serves two purposes. 
It puts the students of primary and post primary schools in the city in direct contact with the office of Lord Mayor, connecting them with the rich history of the office and the heritage of the city. 
It also serves as a reminder to me as Lord Mayor that this is the reason any of us seeks public office, to connect with and improve the quality of life for the citizens of our fair city. 

This year a new initiative, 
a musical performance by the students of the schools being visited was added adding a further sense of connection and belonging to the occasion. 
We live in interesting and challenging times. 
The budget of yesterday gives us all pause for thought.
I’m sure many of you are still digesting the implications for your respective councils with possibly the deferral or cancellation of projects 
all of you feel were vital for the maintenance of the fabric of your town city or district.
I only hope the provisions haven’t stifled or halted the curve of improvement we have all come to expect for our regions.
I will end with my usual wish for those attending conferences or national meetings in our fair city. 
For those who you who haven’t previously had the privilege of visiting our city 
I only hope you have had the opportunity 
to enjoy some of what the city has to offer 
however short your visit and 
to those from Cork, 
you already know how lucky you are.

Go raibh míle maith agaibh, 
Cllr Brian Bermingham, Ardmhéara Chorcaí
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