Distinguished guests ladies and gentlemen,

Shalom

I am delighted to address you at this 
celebration of Jewish culture, history and music.

Cork has a proud history of its citizens 
of the Jewish faith.

We acknowledge those who have achieved international status including 
Filmmaker Louis Marcus.

My predecessor had the honour of hosting his brother David, author and historian in City Hall. 

David chronicled the Jewish-Irish experience 
in three novels – 
To Next Year in Jerusalem, 
A Land Not Theirs, 
and A Land in Flames; 

and two bestselling volumes of memoir autobiography, 

Leaves from the Diary of a Hyphenated Jew 
and Buried Memories. 

He is also a poet, translator and playwright.  

Of course our most famous Jewish son 
Gerald Yael Goldberg, Lord Mayor, 
was of Lithuanian Jewish Heritage 
who always described himself 
as a proud Corkman first and foremost.

Gerald Goldberg was elected 
an Alderman of Cork Corporation in 1967. 
He made history by being the first member of the Jewish faith to be elected First Citizen 
in 1977.

In his speech as newly elected Lord Mayor, 
Gerald spoken in Irish, Hebrew and English 
stating that he was a Corkman born and bred and proud of his City and People. 

During his time as Lord Mayor, 
he visited the USA - in particular Pennsylvania, 
where he says he spent hours copying William Penn’s notes on Cork.

When on his travels he was often asked if the people of Cork were a tolerant people [anti-Semites]
his answer was always the same – 
he gave them top marks for tolerance!

Recently the City of Cork received the Israeli Ambassador to Ireland Zion Evrony Ph.D who paid a courtesy visit to City Hall. 
As with all ambassadorial visits this year the Israeli Flag flew in full display on city hall for the first time.

I was delighted to take part recently in an international conference of Mayors [51] 
in Jerusalem -- 
where a phone call to God is but a local call.
The four-day conference 
focused primarily on green urban projects. 
We heard from industry professionals 
on environmental urban innovations in Jerusalem 
such as the light rail project that aims to rid the city centre of traffic, 
the widespread water purification and 
reclamation activities of the Gihon water company, and an ambitious project to preserve the East Kidron Valley 
that lies on the border between east and west Jerusalem. 
The Kidron project,
involves the joint efforts of the City of Jerusalem 
the Palestinian Authority and interested scientists 
to clean up the solid waste and untreated sewage along the Kidron's riverbed 
creating a watershed and 
encouraging eco-tourism by recognizing the valley as a World Heritage Site. 
Its purpose is to, preserve the valley, 
which includes the Mar Saba Greek Orthodox Monastery built into the Judean Mountains, 
and also to increase contact with the Palestinian community and improve the quality of life in east Jerusalem, 
We visited sites of religious and cultural significance around Jerusalem and Israel. For more information log on to http://mayors.jerusalem.muni.il
So picture Gulf oil money and talent 
working with Israelis 
pursuing the future beyond oil, 
tackling global warming, and 
working together to build on inventions 
that lower water usage in that parched part of the world. 
Israeli ingenuity and resourcefulness, with 
Arab funding and creativity, 
could turn the Middle East into
a heaven of peace and prosperity 
with a cultural renaissance surpassing all that went before. 
Where oh where are the Peacemakers? 
For all who live and work in Jerulasem
- Moslem-Jew-Christian and others 
Jerusalem inspires
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
Lift up you gates and sing, 
Sing for the night is o'er
Hark! How the Angels sing, 
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna to your King!"
Hosanna for evermore!"

In Jerusalem we participated in a special ceremony 
in honour of a new a garden and sculpture 
aimed to promote tolerance in Jerusalem. 

Gerald Goldberg gave top marks to Corkonians 
for tolerance
Uri Lupolianski, Mayor of Jerusalem says 
"Please don't think that tolerance is only a nice word, tolerance it's a value and it has four main aspects: 

Respect to others, 
Restraint, 
Rapprochement, and 
Ability to compromise. 

The donor of the tolerance monument and park in Jerusalem - Aleksander Gudzowafy, says  
Tolerance makes co-existence possible - 
It is the most basic and necessary requirement 
for different people, different cultures, 
different attitudes and different beliefs 
to flourish and develop. 

Tolerance, understanding and acceptance of others are the universal standard for behavior, 
equal to ethics and faith in importance.
We all know that tolerance is necessary 
but we all too often, 
forget this essential value 
in our daily existence. 

We find many reasons to interfere in other people's thinking, behavior and customs -
unnecessarily causing pain, misunderstanding and conflict. 


Do we know how to be tolerant, 
we choose to forget, 
to judge others and we fail to judge ourselves. 
We let ourselves drift toward a void 
not taking responsibility for our actions.
Lack of tolerance humiliates human society, 
nations and people and represents 
our failure to reach our potential.
Striving for tolerance will enable us to reach our highest point.

It is exactly the ability of a society to be tolerant that reflects its culture as a nation and 
sets an example for others to follow. 
Aleksander Gudzowafy
I had a photo taken in the company of Lech Walęsa 
who must surely rank as one of the most important historical figures of the 20th Century. 

He co-founded Solidarity 
The Soviet Union's first independent trade union 
Which went on to change the political and indeed cultural landscape on planet earth, peacefully. 

He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983, and 
served as President of Poland from 1990 to 1995
An example to us all?

The Cork Festival of Jewish Culture celebrates Jewish culture in Cork bringing the people of Cork and Ireland closer to the fascinating Jewish Culture. 
The festival also aims to bring the history of the Jewish community in Ireland closer through the lecture on the history of Jewish community in Cork by professor Dermot Keogh and through the screening of “Shalom Ireland” which is a documentary telling the story of how Irish Jews 
participated in the creation and development 
of both Ireland and Israel.

The festival is organized by the Iona Chaplaincy (University College Cork) in partnership with the National Consultative Committee on Racism and Inter-culturalism (NCCRI) based in Dublin. 

Personally I would very much like to thank 
Janusz Flakus who approached my office and 
related with me on this event. 

2008 was declared by 
the European Commission 
the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. 
We thank the European Commission 
who of late doesn’t receive too many words of praise.
Lord Mayor Goldberg would indeed be very grateful, thankful and proud 
of the organisers 

I wish the organisers every success and 
hope this cultural event 
will continue long into the future.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh

Cllr Brian Bermingham, Ardmhéara Chorcaí 

The programme of the festival will include:
The programme is fascinating and varied 

The festival will feature concerts by 
klezmer bands from Ireland (The Fireflies, The North Strand Klezmer Band, Yurodny) and from London (Klezmer Klub) playing traditional music of the Ashkenazi Jews who used to live in Eastern and Central Europe for centuries.


Saturday,October 18th
7:00-7:15pm Opening of the Cork Festival of Jewish Culture
7:15-8:15pm Klezmer dance & Yiddish song workshop led by Vivi Lachs (London), with the accompaniment by the Klezmer Klub (London)
8:30-9:45pm Concert by the Klezmer Klub (London)
10:00-11:30pm Concert by the Fireflies (klezmer band based in South West Ireland)

Sunday,October 19

4:00-4:45pm Lecture by Professor Dermot Keogh from the UCC History Department on the history of the Jewish community in Cork
5:00-6:00pm Screening of "Shalom Ireland" - a documentary film on the history of the Jewish community in Ireland (esp Dublin)
6:30-7:30pm Concert by the Festival Ensemble (Cork)
8:00- 9:30pm Concert by the North Strand Klezmer Band (Dublin)
10:00-11:30pm Concert by Yurodny (Dublin)
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