Sarajevo to Sarajevo- 081018

From Sarajevo to Sarajevo is a story 
Which starts with the event that triggered 
World War I, 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria 
and his wife Sophie, Duchess of Hohenberg, 
were assassinated in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914 by a Serb, Gavrilo Princip, a nationalist assassin.

In the coming weeks we commemorate 
the 90th anniversary of the ending of the Great War 1918.

First World War, 1914-1918 saw some 146,000 Irish fighting. 
In all, between 25,000-35,000 Irish-born soldiers died, up to 3000 in Cork with 29000 participating. 

Many of the soldiers, who returned to an increasingly nationalist Ireland after 1916, 
received a grudging and sometimes hostile welcome.

The settlement for WW1 
Triggered World War 11 
in which Ireland remained neutral.

In April 1941 Nazi Germany bombarded Sarajevo. 
At this time, there were approximately 10,500 Jews living in Sarajevo. 

They were oppressed by Croatia and transported to concentration camps.

On the 6th April 1945 Yugoslav resistance fighters led by Josip Broz Tito, liberated Sarajevo.
The Final Solution to the Jewish question slaughtered over six million people in the Holocaust. 
The Jews say “it can never happen again, 
But it did? 

The Cold War set in, 1945-1989 
during which Sarajevo grew rapidly 
as it became an important regional industrial center in Yugoslavia. 
Children played together and grownups intermarried. 
The peak of Sarajevo’s growth occurred 
in the early 1980s, when 
Sarajevo hosted the 1984 Winter Olympics.

By the early nineties Yugoslavia began to dismantle with savagery not surpassed in Europe since the Holocaust
The Siege of Sarajevo 
was the longest siege in the history of modern warfare, 
conducted by the Serb forces [of self-proclaimed “Republika Srpska”] and Yugoslav People's Army 
lasting from 5 April 1992 to 29 February 1996. 

It was fought during the Bosnian War 

· between poorly equipped defending forces of the Bosnian government, 
who had declared independence 
from Yugoslavia, and

· the Yugoslav People's Army (JNA) and 
Bosnian Serb forces (Army of Republika Srpska) (VRS) 
located in the hills around Sarajevo, 
who sought to destroy the newly-independent state of Bosnia and Herzegovina and create a Serbian state. [of Republika Srpska (RS).] 
· It resulted in large scale destruction and 
dramatic population casualties. 
· It is estimated that of the more than 12,000 people were killed and 50,000 were wounded during the siege, 85% of the casualties were civilians. 
Because of killing and forced migration, 
by 1995 the population decreased to 
[334,663] -64% of the prewar population.

Courageous civilian’s lorried food and supplies to affected areas but governments held back. Overall the Response from the civilized world was pathetic as it was in Africa.
The European colonization of Africa-
We don’t need to detail the destruction of Africa 

Europeans left Africa in perpetual crisis…
apartheid, Congo, Angola, Algeria, and so on   

In Rwanda the little central African country 
on April 6, 1994, 
Hutu extremists unleashed a genocide 
in which perhaps 800,000 eight hundred thousand people were murdered in one hundred days. 

On the 10th anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda, 2004 another human catastrophe rapidly accelerating despite full knowledge of the United Nations and Western democracies. 

In April 2004, a U.N. team investigating human rights abuses in the far western 
Darfur region of Sudan found 
“disturbing patterns of massive human rights violations in Darfur, 
many of which may constitute war crimes and/or crimes against humanity.”

So next year - 2009 is the 40th anniversary of 
the Moon Landing1969. 
With delight we saw for the first time planet earth from outer space. 
We saw a beautiful globe of white clouds and blue sea. 
We visualised a peaceful happy community 
of earthlings caring for planet earth and 
each other as one happy race – humans.
Today-teachers teach our little children 
conflict resolution so that a new generation will grow up in Peace which is so important.

Children learn how to interact with their playmates friends and neighbours. 

? But what about the few- 
who will not interact 
but will fight instead to get their way. 
Teacher or Mon will intervene to stop them. 


Who will stop countries and peoples tearing each other apart? 
We hear some say 
“let them at it, we have no right to intervene”? 

It’s time for Europe to show its leadership 
for good and play its part in Global Security.

Europe managed to remain free from violent conflict during The Cold War. 
The division of Western and Eastern Europe had ended by 1989. 
While, 
in the early 21st century Europe 
faces a completely new and equally daunting set of security challenges. 

The ethnic wars in former Yugoslavia 
were a rude challenge to Europe 
while the Madrid and London 
Bombings in 2004/5 
provided reminders of the potential 
for 9/11-style attacks in the European heartland. 

Into the present and future 
what is Europe's role 
in dealing with Global upheavals and insecurity? 

Terrorism, ethnic conflict, nuclear proliferation and a range of non-military challenges, 
such as global warming, infectious disease and organised crime, all pose threats to Europe's security. 

How will or should we respond? 
I hope you might answer this question.

Rath Dé ar an obair

Merci beaucoup de votre attention.

Cllr Brian Bermingham

Ardmhéara Chorcaí
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