MacLise Art Society exhibition

Wednesday January 7th 2009 at Bishopstown Lbrary

Distinguished guests 
ladies and gentlemen 
I am delighted to be here this evening 
in such a warm welcoming environment. 
Cork City library hosts many events including art exhibitions. 
It is a mark of how the arts have grown 
and have transcended barriers in Cork… 
that art exhibitions be such a regular part of the daily workings of a community based library. 

It is a tribute both to the library staff and you the artists that it is possible to bring art to the heart of the community 
in such a magnificent public building such as this. 
The Bishopstown Library recently celebrated its second anniversary Congratulations!
Congratulations to the Maclise Art Society.  
The Society honours the name of Corkman 
Daniel Maclise (1806-1870), 
the internationally famous historical painter, 
one of the most successful painters in the history of Irish art. 
Despite a basic education he was an avid reader and anxious to learn. 

After two years as a bank clerk, 
he attended classes at the 
Cork Crawford School of Art 
which today holds some of his work in its permanent collection
In 1825, when the famous novelist Sir Walter Scott was travelling in Ireland, 
Maclise spied him in a book shop and 
promptly made a casual sketch  which he sold. [lithographed]. 
The sketch was exceptionally well received and Maclise was in great demand as a portrait painter. 
He executed in pencil his early portrait sketches, 
with a keen eye for detail and accessory.

Daniel Maclise is renowned 
for his two monumental paintings 
on the walls of Westminster Palace in London: 
The Meeting of Wellington and Blucher, and 
The Death of Nelson (1858-64). 
Upon completion of these masterpieces, 
Maclise was offered the presidentancy 
of the prestigious Royal Academy, 
which he declined due to ill-health…

You are Cork's longest established and 
most prominent art society, 
and one of the most active artist-groups in Ireland today. 
You were established over 25 years ago, 
by Vera Owens, Aideen McNamara, John Fogarty, Helen O'Canainn, and others.

The Society is dedicated to the practice and appreciation of all types of painting 
(oils, watercolours, acrylics etc.
Membership is open to anyone 
with an interest in fine art, 
from leisure painters to professionals.
I know the society also regularly avails of another wonderful building with art exhibitions in 
the Crawford Gallery 
so it is fair to say the MacLise Art Society is 
at the heart of contemporary art in Cork.

Art may be created by those with and without formal training. 
We approach Art with an open mind, 
we enjoy it. We develop our own personal tastes 
and we make our own assessments on works we see.


When we have an interest in a particular piece of art, we learn about the artist, his/her background, 
perhaps the artist’s reason for creating the artwork. 
his techniques and the date of the painting following which, 
appreciation and discussion on the work, 
as a piece of art is possible.
In humans the need for art is apparent. 
It is a form of communication. 

What makes art so remarkable 
is that it scans an extensive range of tastes and times.
It tells a story about a culture or a time in history, 
an individual, personal experience and imagination.
From the Masters back in time to Prehistoric man 
who left us a storybook of the animals they shared 
the planet with, during the Ice Age and 
in their [Lascaux] caves done at least 32,000 years ago soon after Homo Sapiens spread from 
Africa to the lands of Europe. 
[That had once been the land of the Neanderthals]
So Art is the oldest man-made artifact on the planet. 
We enjoy the many different forms it takes; 
it stirs our passions, soothes and makes us feel happy and alive! 
It is such a personal experience affecting 
each of us in various ways. 

What I see and feel while observing a certain sculpture or painting 
is not necessarily what you will! 
I may think that it is the greatest, 
most beautiful creation in the world, 
while you may say, 
"What the heck, was this artist 
thinking, or drinking?" 


In this exhibition the public have much to admire and consider 
Such is the depth and variety of art on display 
from the fifty or so artists 
Varying from wonderful abstracts 
to beautiful landscapes.
To all the Artists, 
I wish you well in your future endeavours and 
hope many of the general public will avail 
of this opportunity to admire your work.
Go raibh maith agaibh, Cllr Brian Bermingham … 
Lord Mayor of Cork
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