Bill Griffin exhibition

Thursday January 8th 2009 at Cork Vision Centre 021- 4279925

Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and gentlemen

I am delighted to be here this evening with 
Dr. Michael Murphy, President of University College Cork who will officially launch 
this wonderful exhibition of work 
by the renowned Artist Bill Griffin. 
The exhibition will open to the public on January 9 and will run until January 30th.
May I take this opportunity to congratulate the President on the 100th anniversary 
on 15th December 2008 of the first 
Governing Body meeting in UCC.
I am privileged to be a member this year.
Although the calendar tells us that 
the evenings are getting longer since December 21st 
I have always felt that the first six weeks 
of the year deprive us of the light needed 
to complement our “sunny disposition” and 
so we badly need art exhibitions 
and a glass of vino to cheer us up.

As luck would have it this is my second opening 
of an art exhibition in 24 hrs in the City.
Last night at the Macleise Art Society exhibition at the Bishopstown Library, 
we had 50 artists displaying their talents, 
so it’s fair to say that Cork, 
is alive and kicking in the visual arts.

It is also an honour to be in a position 
to attend the launch of such a vibrant and accomplished body of work of the renowned artist 
as Bill is. 

I looking forward to seeing his work 
commissioned by the Cuban National Arts Council 
to paint a portrait of Fidel Castro. 
This is/was a major achievement 
as he was selected from a large body of international artists. 
and He also has been commissioned to carry out a portrait of Charlie Bird . 
I need to speak to Bill about Fidel 
others may speak to him about Charlie Bird.

Art may be created by those with and without formal training. 
We approach Art with an open mind. 
We enjoy it. 
We develop our own personal tastes, and 
we make our own assessments on works we see.

When we have an interest in a particular piece of art, we learn about the artist, his/her background, 
perhaps the artist’s reason for creating the artwork. 
His techniques and the date of the painting 
following which, 
appreciation and discussion on the work, 
as a piece of art is possible.

In humans the need for art is apparent. 
It is a form of communication. 
What makes art so remarkable is that 
it scans an extensive range of tastes and timescale.

It tells a story about a culture or a time in history, 
an individual, personal experience and imagination.
From the Masters, back in time, 
to Prehistoric man who left us
a storybook of the animals they shared 
the planet with during the Ice Age and in their [Lascaux] caves, done at least 32,000 years ago soon after Homo Sapiens spread from Africa to the lands of Europe. 
[That had once been the land of the Neanderthals]

So Art is the oldest man-made artifact 
on the planet. 

We enjoy the many different forms it takes; 
it stirs our passions, 
soothes and makes us feel happy and alive! 
It is such a personal experience affecting 

each of us in various ways. 


What I see and feel 
while observing a certain sculpture or painting 
is not necessarily what you will see and feel,
I may think that it is the greatest, 
most beautiful creation in the world, 
while you may say, 
"What the heck, was this artist 
thinking, or drinking?" 


In this exhibition the public have 
much to admire and consider 
such is the depth and variety of art on display varying from wonderful abstracts to beautiful landscapes.
Bill’s work, I read, in http://www.soloarte.ie/billgriffin.shtml ,
is a conduit to the unconscious world of 
free expression. 

To get the purity of thought, 
memory and experience 
across the social divide 
one must use 
the channels of verbal and body language, 
facial expressions, the written word and 
any other communicative tool at one’s disposal. 


But this is the world that Bill is trying to bypass, 
the hindrances of these 
learned systems and language, 
and 
instead he uses symbolism 
to expose us to the purest of imagery 
that will take us to the inner space of the artist’s mind. 
Colour is his voice and symbolism is his language.

There is never an explanation of what 
the work is about from Bill. 
The image presented will elicit its own reaction within each individual and 
by assimilating the work into their own consciousness 
the viewer can enter Bills dreamscape. 

Bill Griffin was born in Cork in 1947. 
We share the City and year of Birth 
which gives me the strong incentive 
to understand his artistic work. 

To Bill, 
I wish you well in your future endeavours and 
hope many of the general public 
will avail of this opportunity to admire your work.
I congratulate John, Lorraine and Finola 
here at the Cork Vision Centre 
for their essential contribution 
to a vibrant Cork Arts Scene. 
Their creativity, 
in the manner they manage this centre, 
and presentation of their programmes 
of a variety of most interesting artistic events, 
is a superb piece of creative Art in itself.
Well done, Cllr Brian Bermingham Lord Mayor of Cork. 
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