Speech delivered by the Lord Mayor Cllr. Brian Bermingham. 
Annual Irish Grocers Benevolent Fund Ball. Rochestown Park Hotel, Cork. Saturday, 17th January 2009


Kevin Flynn, Chairman of the Southern Division, IGBF - Irish Grocers Benevolent Fund

Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your invitation to be with you to-night.
I have often spoken about community organisations and how we are indebted to them, 
for their indispensable role in 
the provision of services and activities 
stretching from young people to the disabled to Senior Citizens and a multiple of groups in between. 
This ethos of these services
is equally true of the Irish Grocers Benevolent Fund.  

It is true and unfortunate that 
although we live in a vastly improved Ireland, 
despite the deepening recession, 
For some, the years of the tiger meant little or nothing. 
Again families, widows and orphans who are not adequately provided for 
recent events have induced a strong feeling of fear as people see their savings, pensions, and shares, vulnerable at best, reduced or eliminated. 
Over several decades the Irish Grocers Benevolent Fund [IGBF] 
has proved that in time of need you can truly rely on the work of this organisation.
In all the talk, both positive and negative, 
on the state of the economy
much is made of the contribution of 
the Construction, Health, Pharmaceutical 
and electronics industries. 
This is well deserved 
but in highlighting these industries 
we forget the hugely important role, 
both in service provision and employment 
that grocers, wholesalers, manufacturers and general suppliers make to the economy. 
Your work as an Industry 
is central to the fabric and wellbeing of society and the Cork Region’s economic base.
Despite the economic downturn, 
with a devastating 12,000 unemployed 
in this region at present.
How can the Cork Region beat the recession? 

How do we rate our immediate future 
in the context of this National, European and Global crisis?
Cork’s City Centre’s major developments at construction and planning stage, 
when completed will result in an increased of 150% in the amount of retail space.

the Academy Street shopping centre, 
the refurbished Dunnes Stores on Patrick Street, 
the recently completed Cornmarket Street centre and the planned retail and office developments on 
the Grand Parade [Capital to Patrick Street site] is subject to an Bord Pleanala and a go ahead.
Thanks Owen O’Callaghan Ltd, Dunnes Stores and Development Company Padlake Ltd.
We wish your projects success? 
The second major development potential 
is the docklands.
Cork City Council is putting a huge effort 
into progressing the plans for docklands regeneration.

We have completed all of the studies and local area plans highlighting a 15 to 20-year strategy,
extending the city in a self-contained modern city quarter 
with up to 20,000 people living there in a mixed development with estimated 27,000 jobs.

We are poised to take off.
We are waiting on government for funding  

for the Eastern Gateway Bridge.

The required tax incentives in the context of the Seveso sites. http://www.corkdocklands.ie/infrastructure/sevesosites - 
were granted in the budget and 
we are now awaiting clearance from Brussels.

The Third Major area of economic development potential will be 
“The Science Park” which Cork County Council will insert into their County Development Plan 
within the next few months. 
Dr Michael Noonan CIT has worked on this project over many years. 
I understand all stakeholders UCC/ CIT/Local Authorities/IDA etc are on board.
The echo did a feature on it recently. 
It has a job potential of 3000 jobs, so let’s go!
I hope you will leave here tonight with optimism 
I thank you 
For your ongoing good work, 
For your role in this representative organisation which is most essential.  

And in particular thanks to Kevin Flynn, 
and his wonderful team.   

I wish you all a most enjoyable evening.

Go raibh maith agaibh.
Cllr. Brian Bermingham, Lord Mayor of Cork.

