Opening of Brighter Future Centre Knocknaheeny,

Monday 19th Jan 2009


Chairman of Barnardo’s - Fergus Finlay, 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen 
I am delighted to be a part of this morning’s celebrations marking the opening of this 
“Brighter Futures” facility here in Knocknaheeny.
With all the negative sentiment about the economy 
it’s unusual and comforting 
to use the two words together in a sentence.
The very words “Brighter Future” 
sums up our life’s ambitions 
in this life and hopefully in the next, in Heaven. 
How we make this wish a reality, 

How to secure “a Brighter Future” for our children, ourselves, our loved ones, those we influence and those we strive to help, depends on many factors, some of which we are addressing to-day in this Brighter Future Centre. 
May I congratulate the person/s behind the idea of the permanent space for the handprints 
of those who made the project possible…
funders, key supporters, and 
the children and staff who will use the building. 

This wall is dedicated to the many “helping hands” that have contributed to bringing Barnardos 
Brighter Futures Centre to fruition. 
What better way to mark this contribution than 
leaving an indelible print of your commitment. 
In the year 2000 half of the population of Knocknaheeny were under 20 years of age.

This Barnardos purpose-built, 
“Brighter Futures” Learning and Development Centre will provide an exceptional environment and opportunity for children while having fun,
making friends and learning through 
the medium of play, to develop emotionally and build skills in language, literacy and numeracy. 
We believe that all children have a right 
to be supported to reach their potential through early childhood education and beyond.

· By means of quality childcare, children benefit, from socialisation, play development and care. 

· The preschool and after-school curriculum promotes early experiences in science and technology, mathematics, creativity, artistic skills, 

· During school holidays 
activities can offer a wide variety of experiences. 
· The Barnardos early Years services such as
The Best Start, Best Chance, and Best Choice – 
gives focus on proper nutrition, better concentration and encouragement around school attendance
So Knocknaheeny 
is emerging with an excellent comprehensive infrastructure of Services, for 

· Children, with this and other services, 

· Youths and adolescence,
with the Schools, Sporting Clubs, Scouting, and Youth Development Service.

· Parents and Families
· Individuals Adults, and Seniors 
availing of further education or training, 
Family Centre programmes, 
Travellers education, 
Community and Literacy Service and 
other existing services. 
All instrumental in improving the prospects for the Community – experiencing quality rewards. 

As you know, Cork City Council provides, 
facilitates and accommodation to a range of community activities and services throughout the lifecycle. 
We are currently the largest provider of Childcare facilities and services in partnership with a variety of organisations, including 
Barnardos, 
Cork City Childcare Company, 
Cork City Partnership, 
Health Service Executive, HSE
Bon Secours Foundation, 
Cork Steiner and 
Local Community Groups.

So from Crèches through to Senior Citizens Centres, 
CCC gives residents the opportunity to avail of 
learning, information, leisure and other interventions 
that improves the quality of their lives. 

We are delighted to partner with Barnardos 
in the development of this important and imaginative service for Knocknaheeny. 

We have a relationship with Barnardos in their Springboard Family Support Service in Mahon. 
I’m confident that “Brighter Futures” 
will have the same positive impact on the lives of families in Knocknaheeny 
as has been achieved in Mahon and 
in other communities throughout the country.

May I congratulate all involved 
in their generous support for the construction of the building. 
Many individuals, groups and organisations have contributed to its completion including 
Sean Redmond (Barnardos), 
MageeCreedon Architects, 

O’Shea’s Builders along with 
Dan Buggy Deputy City Manager, Stephen Kearney, Paul Moynihan and Derry O’Donovan from Cork City Council on Behalf of the DOEHLG. 
Cork City Council is proud of its involvement and endorse its aims wholeheartedly.

So thanks to all who had a part in bringing it 
to fruition and to wish 
all who will work here and 
all who will avail of its facilities
 “the brightest of futures” 

As someone who worked in education in Knocknaheeny and then 
in Adult Education including Knocknaheeny 
I look forward to learning more on the details of the project.
I’m hope it will be a tremendous asset 

For educational motivation from the earliest age, 

For sustainability during primary and secondary education. 
For access to further and third level education and 
For the future prospects and 
“Brighter Futures of all in Knocknaheeny. 

Go raibh maith agaibh

Cllr Brian Bermingham

Lord Mayor of Cork
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