Launch of the Year of the Constant Reader

1.00 P.M. Thursday January 22nd 2009


Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
READERS, 
What a wonderful pleasure and 
honour it is for me to be asked to launch 
such an inspired and inspiring project. 

During 2009 the citizens of Cork 
will enjoy the pleasures and benefits of reading 
as never before.   
This initiative is unique to Cork, and 
builds on the very special relationship 
between the people of the city and their Libraries.   

At Cork City Libraries the staff 
has always felt that they have a special relationship 
with their Constant Readers. 
It is the readers, 
Who have created a lively space? 
A trusting urban space of books and reading, 
within the library system. 
For years readers 
have challenged staff with their requests and critiques 
They have been inspired by the wonderful traffic of ideas, 
The friendships within a world of reading and 
The lifelong search for the truly brilliant book, and 
The truly inspiring authors. 
In 2009 
we celebrate these relationships. 
We celebrate the years of reading where books have flourished. 
We celebrate the Constant Reader. 
We wish to remind ourselves as well as others 
that the constant reader 
is at the core of everything that libraries do and 
that the companionship of books 
is one of the truly inspiring developments? 
dynamic and never-ending, 
at the very heart of every branch of every public library.
2009 will be a reminder that 
Writers matter because of books and 
books matter because of the constant reader.

Cork’s Year of the Constant Reader 
will run from February to November of 2009. 
Each month you will find a different theme, 
from Romance to Business, 
from An Gaeilge to World Travel. 
February begins with the happy 
shock of One Thousand Lattes, 
with vouchers that can be redeemed for coffees 
in our partner cafes. 
April, with its air of romance and promise, 
will be a month of a Thousand Roses, 
roses for our loyal readers. 
And the year will march on, 
an exciting [prodigious] trade of ideas and books, 
of competitions, lectures, exhibitions and star-studded readings. 
There will be something for everyone, 
every kind of reader, young and old, serious and playful, 
native-born and new community. 

This will be a year of inspiration and friendship, a year of constant reading.

In the first quarter of the year – 
the months of February, March & April – 
there’ll be something for everyone: 
prominent Cork citizens will read from their favourite books, 
author visits, by leading writers, 
Book Swaps where you can exchange books 
you no longer need,    

This very welcome initiative should 
encourage the people of the city 
to get the most from their libraries, 
at a time when reading skills have never been so important. Let’s all become, in this exciting year, 
a constant reader.  

