Opening of UCC Business Conference,

Tuesday 20th 2009


Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
I’m delighted to welcome you all here this evening 
to this Civic Reception in your honour, 
to the Council Chamber of Cork’s City Hall. 
The seat of local government here in Cork and 
a place where rigorous and lively debate can occur, and 
where decisions are made, 
not necessary to the liking of some.

It is an impressive and imposing room, 
recently refurbished, 
It also acts as a nice venue for Civic and 
a host of other events

The ASTI is no stranger to Cork of course, 
having held its first meeting in 1909 in the then School of Commerce.(now College of Commerce) in Morrison’s Island. 
Other anniversaries include 
the 225th of the death of Nano Nagle

The 100th of the College of Commerce

The 100th of the founding of the Cork Boy Scouts  
A meeting attended by a certain teacher from 
St. Colman’s College in Fermoy 
who went on some years later 
to pay the ultimate sacrifice 
for his Republican beliefs in the Easter Rising of 1916. 
That person of course was Tomás McDonagh.
I understand over 180 people, 
including many of you here this evening, 
will attend tomorrow’s Central Executive Council [CEC] meeting at the same venue.

All teachers and Secondary School teachers in particular have a duty to nurture, inspire and educate. 
If Primary School teachers are 
the first point of contact in the educational system 
instilling enthusiasm and good habits in learning, 
then their colleagues in the Secondary School system 
are entrusted with carrying that enthusiasm and 
love of learning onward, by fostering and nurturing a child’s innate curiosity in a more focused way towards life and career choices. 
They also have the unenviable task of dealing 
in the main with growing adults in the most formative and confusing period of their lives, the teenage years. 

Parents can wholeheartedly support the thesis that 
we are educated by our children and not the other way around.

Among the other challenges you face of course 
is the almost daily struggle to maintain or even 
defend the resources allocated to you 
in the face of the most uncertain economic environment in a generation. 
Courage and steadfastness are needed 
in equal measure in this regard, 

With the Minister, School Management, Parents 
You have a responsibility to ensure 
that the standards in education continue to increase or 
are at least maintained in times such as these. 
Your care and concern is markedly demonstrated in recent times.
Tonight of course is not the time for dwelling 
on such matters. 
Tonight we celebrate the organisation’s 
historic legacy and 
in particular the part that Cork and 
its present and past members, 
including your president Pat Hurley, 
have made to education.

Go raibh maith agaibh, bain taitneamh as an oiche

Cllr Brian Bermingham

Lord Mayor of Cork
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