EVENING ECHO SPORTS AWARDS CEREMONY.  12.30 P.M. MONDAY 26TH JANUARY 2009

ROCHHESTOWN PARK HOTEL.


Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I’m delighted to honour tonight 
a group of talented and celebrated musicians
who have brought enjoyment 
to thousands of people home and abroad 
with the quality and vibrancy of their playing. 

As Donal will tell you, 
this is not his first time in City Hall.  
I was looking recently at a photograph taken almost 30 years ago with a predecessor of mine 
as Lord Mayor, Councillor Paud Black.  

For over 50 years now people 
still dance and sing to the Music of Donal Ring. 

Born in Co Cork, Ireland in 1935 
into a very musical family, 
Donal was profoundly influenced by his father 
who was a renowned melodeon and [chromatic] accordion player. 

At National School in Rathduff, 

a deep regard for the Irish Language, 

culture and heritage was instilled in Donal. 
His love of Irish music 
was the primary motivating factor that 
enabled him to undertake an intense practice routine. 

This - coupled with his distinctive natural ability soon made him a most sought-after talent. 

At the age of 13, he was playing in concerts. 

At the age of 15, he joined a band for the first time and the rest - so to speak is history... 

Many fine Ceili Bands existed during the 1950's, 
among them the Kilfenora Céilí bands and 
others who at the time rivaled, 
and depending on your preference, 
in many cases surpassed, 
the fame and popularity of the Show bands 
who were on the circuit at the time. 

Other great céilí bands who
recording and broadcasting during this era were 
Richard Fitzgerald from Bundoran Co Donegal, 
the Clancy Brothers, and 
Jackie Hearst from Newry. 
These bands included great personalities in 
Céilí Music, Jimmy Shand, 
Ian Powrie, Bobby McLeod, Jim Cameron etc. 
each of these bands had something unique to offer to both the dancer and listener. 

The [Shand and] Gallowglass sound 

had a particular influence on Donal who, 

at this time, was contemplating forming his own band and did so in by 1958.

With the original line-up of Noel Crowley, 

Paddy Carey, Eamon Long, Gary Crowley and 

Florrie McCarthy, the band played its first gig in 

"The Glen" Hall in Blackpool, Cork.

I congratulate Donal and 

the members of the band for the decades 

of enjoyment they have given us and 

wish them continued success and health.
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