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Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

I understand that, although today, 
27th January 2009 
is the first universal commemoration 
in memory of the victims of the Holocaust, 
It is the second time the UCC Chaplaincy 
has marked the occasion. 
Last year the UCC Chaplaincy invited 
Tomi Reichental, a Holocaust survivor
who lives in Ireland to give his testimony.

It was decided that the United Nations 
would designate 27 January - 
the anniversary of the liberation 
of the Auschwitz-[Birkenau] death camp - 
as an annual International Day of Commemoration 
to honour the victims of the Holocaust and 
to cherish the memory of all the victims of 
the Nazi era.

It is interesting we mark this occasion 
at a time when the issue 
of remembrance and re-evaluation 
is taking place in our society.

In 1918 we saw the end of the war 
that “was to end all wars”
but unfortunately this proved to be a hollow and 
a vain hope. 
Since then we witnessed man’s aggression in

· Armenia

· In Europe including Northern Ireland 

· the Pacific

· In the mid east and Far East and 
in Kosovo, Darfur, Palestine Israel & 
tragically in Congo and Rwanda, 
to mention but a few.
It is said that those who ignore the lessons of history are doomed to repeat them. 
Society said “Never Again” only to do so. ----
and one has to wonder as 
to “the march of civilization”
As we commemorate this day 
We should and must be the generation that says 
“No More”.
This generation honours and remembers 
those who were victims of the Holocaust and 
owe it to their memory 
that this cruelest of cruelty 
will not happen again.

On my visit to the schools as part of my duties 
I reminded pupils that in this year 2009 
we celebrate 40 years since the moon landing. 

For the first time 
mankind viewed planet earth from space 
showing “that the unity of the planet 
is more complete than the reality on earth ever is”. 
The fragile earth is seen in its environmental context and why we should protect it.

We seem to ignore that it is populated 
by humans which in every sense 
as humans we are one. 

Yes, we are Irish, British, German, Israeli and Palestinian

Yes we are all the one stock –we are human


This was reflected in a song popular 
about 15 years ago by an American folk/country 
singer Nanci Griffith, in a song called 

From a distance

From a distance you look like my friend
Even though we are at war
From a distance I can't comprehend
What all this war is for
From a distance 
there is harmony
And it echoes through the land
It's the hope of hopes, 
it's the love of loves
It's the heart of every man

Building mechanisms to ensure peaceful coexistence and harmony between the tribes of humanity 
is our most pressing duty to-day. 

It is encouraging that we now have a Leader 
of one of the most powerful nations on earth 
a man whose public pronouncements 
are those of a thoughtful principled human being. 

In his inauguration speech, 
President Obama was speaking to 
the American nation 
but his message, circled the planet. 
He said :

“We know that our patchwork heritage 
is strength, not a weakness. 
We are a nation of Christians and Hindus
Muslims, Jews and — and non-believers. 
We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth; 
We cannot help but believe 
that the old hatreds shall someday pass; 
that the lines of tribe shall soon dissolve; 
that as the world grows smaller, 
our Common Humanity shall reveal itself.

I would again like to thank the organizers 
for the invitation and 
hope that this anniversary, 

coming as it does in January 
when we are still full of the enthusiasm 
of New Year resolutions, 
will serve as a reminder to remember 
those who died during this most awful time 
and harden our resolve to ensure 
this never happens again.

Go raibh maith agaibh, 
Cllr Brian Bermingham

Lord Mayor of Cork
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