ABODE FETAC Graduation Ceremony - Wednesday 28th January 2009


Distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for your kind invitation 
to be here today and 
to present FETAC certificates 
to those who have completed the required modules of the Independent living course.
Such is the progress made 
that a few short years ago 
to-day, simply did not take place, 
FETAC did not exist. 
City and Guilds was in place but rarely for people with disabilities. 

Educational achievement, as evidenced by a national awarding body is one of the marvels of our generation 
as is that the opportunity of independent living 
that is open to your clients.

It is a testament to 
· The students- your energy and dedication as learners, 
· your “backroom team” of family and friends and
· ABODE, that independent living is now an option open to you and 
educational attainment is achievable.
The Independent Living Philosophy advocates for 
'The right of all persons regardless of age, 
type or extent of disability 
to seek living opportunities with control of one's own life.
to make decisions that affect one's own life
to live in the community, as opposed to living in an institution; 
to have the same range of choices as everybody else in housing, transportation, education and employment; 
to participate in the social, economic and political life of their communities; 
to pursue activities of one's own choosing, 
to have a family; 
to live as a responsible respected member of your communities with all the duties and privileges that this entails, and 
to unfold your potential.' (Adolf Ratzka, lecturer in the European Independent Living movement 2002).
Although progress has been made 
to date on access issues 
there are retail outlets, social outlets such as pubs restaurants and public amenities 
that still have not risen to the challenge of accommodating all levels of ability equally.

It is disappointing 
that after a prolonged period of social change and acquisition of wealth much still needs to be done 
to achieve anything like parity for persons with disability and 
facilitate independent living.
Legislation aimed at promoting access 
in both physical and general rights 
has gone some of the way 
but during a day like today 
it is right to highlight the continuing needs necessary to reach parity.  

It was stated 
at the International day for people with disabilities
that 161 countries signed up to the UN convention 
on rights of people with disabilities, 
Ireland included, 
but to date less than a quarter of these 
41 countries, have actually ratified it, and 
Ireland is not among them . 
Why is this case? We await answers? 
In these times of recession 
the government last year decided to amalgamate

· the National Disability Authority, 
· The Human Rights Commission, 
· and the Equality Authority.

If the need was there to have separate identities
for these organisations in the first place, 
why now reduce the focus that has served 
peoples with disabilities and others well? 


Society cannot further weaken groups 
who over the years have made impressive progress and want this progress to continue.

A former Taoiseach once commented 
that in times of recession 
the poor, the sick, the elderly and people with disabilities suffer disproportionately. 
This cannot be accepted and organisations like ABODE will continue to advocate strongly.

Let’s make 2009 the year Ireland ratified the UN Convention.

Today is about you and 
what you have achieved. 

I thank and congratulate you as learners, 
Your family and friends, and 
the staff of ABODE for assisting you in every way.

Comhgáirdeas libh go léir - 
Cllr Brian Bermingham

Lord Mayor of Cork

