Speech delivered by the Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr Brian Bermingham 

At the launch of “A year in pictures, a pictorial record of the year in office of Cllr Donal Counihan, Lord Mayor of Cork 2007/2008” Blackrock Castle, Cork, 


Lord Mayor Donal Counihan’s and 
Lady Mayoress Breda
Former Lord Mayor(s), 
Councillors, 
Distinguished guests 
I’m very pleased to be here this evening 
for this important event, 
the launch of the pictorial record 
of Lord Mayor Donal Counihan’s and 
Lady Mayoress Breda’s year in office. 
I would like to congratulate 
Michael Mulcahy and his team at Progressive Media 
for a wonderful job on this publication. [Clap]
This service you provide to the office of Lord Mayor 
is highly significant and deeply appreciated 
recording in detail and for ever, 
a glimpse into Cork’s Community and Society. 
Michael, Contemporary commentators and Social Historians 
will highly value your contribution, foresight and vision.
It is very pleasing to officiate at the launch 
in this wonderfully restored Blackrock Castle, 
a symbol both of historic Cork and 
Cork in the twenty first century
with its observatory - the wonderful COSMOS at the Castle 
based here in conjunction with 
Cork Institute of Technology. [Robotic Telescopy Unit] 

On taking the high office as Lord Mayor -
All councillors understand the energy and dedication required to fulfil the duties of the role.
As my Father was Lord Mayor 40 years ago and 
having acted as Deputy Lord Mayor down the years and 

at a little past, the half way point in my term of office, 
I appreciate and realise, fully what the job entails. 
It is clear to me at this point 
the office requires considerable backup. 
I won’t detail this aspiration now 
just to say it is clearly documented in Corporate Affairs. 
As with previous Lord Mayors and I--- 
Donal sought the Mayoralty 
the pinnacle of ones career as a Councillor and 
Local Public Representative 

As with previous Lord Mayors, -----
Donal worked extremely hard 
during that most special of special years in ones lifetime.  

As with previous Lord Mayors ---
Donal at the end of his year released, 
with satisfaction, the responsibility as first citizen 
knowing that his year was very successful.
In celebrating his year in office, 
The City of Cork acknowledges,
Donal and Breda, as magnificent ambassadors.

In celebrating their achievements and actions 
We honour 
· the office of Ard Mheara with its Lady Mayoress and 
· The generations of Cork men and women, 
who have distinguished themselves in holding the office? 
· We also honour those organizations and associations, local and national who have called upon 
the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, and 
asked them to officiate or attend 
at their events throughout the year.
· Cork Lord Mayor & Lady Mayoress, 
[or the male equivalent]
is of the people, for the people and by the people. 
The office reflects the joys and sorrows, 
the achievements and aspirations of its people. 
It is inclusive of all communities, traditions, religions 
In a word, it is a force of unity for its people. 
The office of Lady Mayoress in Cork or male equivalent
has a Tradition going back well over 40 years. 
The Lady Mayoress receives her chain of office 
following the election of the Lord Mayor and 
it beholds City officials and groups 
in Cork to fully understand and respect this Tradition. 

It is my contention that an invitation 
to the Lord Mayor of Cork automatically includes 
an invitation to the Lady Mayoress or her male equivalent. 
This great publication 
is notable not just for the sheer scale and 
quality of the photographs contained in it, 
but for the first time under one cover, 
It gives the reader a glimpse of the number and 
Scale of events, conferences, functions, civic receptions etc which the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
attend as first citizens of our wonderful city.

It cannot be easy to hold the same level of energy 
from the first to the last event of each day, 
but Donal would always show that 
your event is highly significant whatever time of day, 
at which he officiated. 

Donal and Breda undertook 
during their year in office 
a multitude of functions, and events 
with good humour, grace and professionalism. 
I would like to congratulate and thank 
Councillor Donal Counihan for the tireless work 
as Lord Mayor and Breda as Lady Mayoress & Family
I would also like to thank and acknowledged 
the photographers 
whose work is included in this publication and 
all photographers who attend the Lord Mayors functions who are always on time, 
bring humour to the occasion and 
carry out their work in a highly professional manner.

I would also like to thank and acknowledged
The people of Cork for their kindness and respect 
always shown to the Office of Lord Mayor. 

