LAUNCH OF THE PLACEMNAMES SURVEY 2009/2010 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CITY HALL, CORK Friday Jan 30th 2009


Dr. Éamon Lankford, Distinguoished Guest, 
Ladies & Gentlemen

When the Ordnance Survey of the 1830s and 1840s undertook the mapping of Ireland, 
the surveyors of the time 
collected the names of a selected number of prominent natural and man made features, like hills, streams and big houses in  every townland in Ireland.

In the urban areas, they recorded the names and location of streets and prominent buildings and the location of homes of important people 
Many of  minor placenames 
in everyday speech of the people in the countryside and 
in the cities, however, went unrecorded. 
In Ireland and in Cork we have  a distinctive placename heritage in that  some 95% of placenames 
have their roots in the Irish language. 

We probably take our placenames for granted 
except perhaps when we see one of them incorrectly spelt 
on a signpost or 
when we have controversy about the correct form of names to be applied to a feature or 
a place in the landscape in which we live.
Placenames identify us and our  place. 
Meeting someone from Cork abroad 
we instantly recognise and identify with our fellow Corkonians by their accent and 
by the name of their home place.  
Our city placenames rolling off the  tongues of any 
Cork person, add colour to our city speech and 
they give meaning to the landscape of our lovely city. 
When Dr. Éamon Lankford established 
the voluntary Cork Place Names Survey Team in 1996 
the object was  to try and collect and 
map as many Cork placenames as possible 
from oral sources in rural County Cork. 

That  initiative has led to a staggering collection of names from over 5600 townlands.  

The Survey Team is now launching 
the Cork City Place Names Survey 2009-2010 
to collect placenames throughout the city.  


The collected data from both rural and urban Cork 
will form in Cork City, 
Ireland's only public Place Names Archive.
The collection, preservation and use of local placenames gives us a sense of ownership of our own place. 

Their use is not just an academic exercise but  
the retention of local names 
as used daily by every person in Cork.
This gives us all a sense of self worth. 

The collection and conscious use 
of our Irish language names and 
all other  names, new and old is good for social, 
economic, cultural and community cohesion and development. 
The living placenames of the City 
certainly are worthy of being recorded 
because the knowledge, 
we each have of the names we know and use will in time die 
unles they are collected now and 
presented as a resorce for public use.
The Cork City Place Names Survey and 
the establishment of a public Place Names Archive 
to house the survey collection 
should be percieved as important work 
on behalf of all who love our city and its heritage.  
Such work is the essence of  preservation of the man-made environment,  
for placenames are perhaps the oldest part of our cultural heritage.  

Unfortunately, over the years, 
thousand of names have  been lost because they were not recorded in documentation. 

Those which were recorded in documentation have survived and hapily are held in our libraries and archives -  so if you and I and people throughout the city 
make contact with the  survey office and
record some of the local names we use in our home place,  
hundreds of more  names will survive in documentated form for ever. 


I appeal for widespread public support 
of this very worthwhile voluntary cultural initiative and 
may I encourage  all public representatives, 
community  groups , school authorities to activily promote the survey in each part of the city. 

Everyone is a carrier of the placename heritage 
of their own place and 
the opportunity is now with us, 
for all to share and pass on what they know.

May I would like congratulate and thank Dr. Lankford for his excellent work to date and 
for having the vision and passion to undertake this project. 

You will also be able to obtain details of the  survey in  branch libraries throughout the city. 
I would also urge all interested to please contact 
the City Place Names Survey office 
Thank you all for being with us.

