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Councillor Dara Murphy, 

Presidents of other Past Pupils Unions,
Distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, 

Many thanks for your invitation to-night 
I was delighted to visit Christians 
during the first term as part of 
the Lord Mayors annual visit to schools, 
a tradition first started 
by former Lord Mayor Thomas Mac Curtain, continued by Terence Mac Swiney and each Lord Mayor since. 

I wish to express my thanks again 
to CBC Principal, Staff and Students 
who gave me such a warm welcome, 
even as a Pres boy, but quick to add 
I was with the Christian brothers in primary school. 

So Tonight we salute Christian and Presentation Brothers 
The generations of Brothers 
who gave so much to Cork and indeed 
Irish Youth in Education, Sport and general upbringing. 
Their role in Education has now effectively ceased
but let’s never forget, 
despite some examples to the contrary 
that the Brothers had, for the vast majority, 

within their ranks, splendid men of faith, 
dedication with genuine care for education of youth, 

at a time when Ireland most greatly needed their presence on the educational scene. 
So Tonight we salute all past students of Christians, and thank those, without naming any, 
who have distinguished themselves in holding high office? in Industry, Business, Law, Medicine, the Trades and Professions and indeed in all human endeavour and those who made contributions however significant 
to humanity and planet earth 
in so many ways including voluntary input. 
Both Presentation and Christian Brother’s 
share a concept of education 
about developing an “all round person” 
facilitating the student to develop to his full potential
be it academic, sporting or any other endeavour.

I understand from Reg Geary 
you haven’t had either a Pres boy or Christian’s 
Lord Mayor for some years at this function. 

Well in the context of Pres, I have changed that. 
So it’s time for a change for Christians 
I expect that our mutual colleague 
Councillor Dara Murphy 
will put an end to Christians absence from the Mayoralty in a short time, 
when others come around, 
to seeing his talents and skills. 
Former Lord Mayors of Cork, of Christians include 
Peter Barry…

The office of Lord Mayor & Lady Mayoress, 
[or the male equivalent] is 
of the people, for the people and by the people. 
The office reflects the joys and sorrows, 
the achievements and aspirations of its people. 
It is inclusive of all communities, traditions, religions 
In a word, it is a force of unity for its people. 

It is, in this context, it is right for me, 
to publicly thank and acknowledged 
The people of Cork for their kindness and respect always shown to the Office of Lord Mayor. 

On taking the high office as Lord Mayor -
All councillors understand the energy and dedication required to fulfil the duties of the role.

At a little past, the half way point, 
in my term of office, 
I appreciate and realise, fully what the job entails. 
It is clear to me at this point 
that the office requires considerable backup, 
a case to which I have made forcefully without success to date. 

Among few of my initiatives this year 

1. We are developing a Lord Mayors Website www.corkcity.ie/lordmayor  hopefully, pupils and students will avail of the historic information section to upgrade their local history knowledge.
2. The Lord Mayor visit added a new touch with Music by the students facilitating a shared visit rather then a one-sided affair. 
We are encouraging and succeeding with all bands playing on the Streets.
3. Remembrance Concert to those who fought and died during the First World War. 
4. I am the first Lord Mayor of the City 
to lead a Cork delegation to Flanders, Belgium otherwise known as “The western Front” 
publicly acknowledging that repressed great and sad Irish tradition.
5. Rededication of the National Monument and 
the Cenotaph at the same time, symbolically uniting the previously hostile traditions in Ireland.
6. 3rd level students, the vintners, Heineken,
the Gardai and the Gleeson Distributors all combined to initiate an Alcohol Free Beer Week last autumn.
7. Bus Wednesday and now Bus February 
will provide additional buses on specified routes 
with Bus Eireann, Cork Business association, the Gardai combining to encourage people out of their cars and into public transport.
8. The San Francisco Cable Car for Cork and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger visit are on hold 
due to the major economic and fiscal problems in California 
Universally then
Christians Brothers College means Sport and 
Sport means Rugby, though of course not exclusively, 
Rugby is what unites Pres and Christians 
as both schools have a passionate interest in it and 
this is indeed a golden age for Rugby and 
Munster rugby in particular. 

Been a fast runner, 
but not inclined to rough physical contact, 
no problem with rough verbal contact, 
should the need arise, 
my career in Rugby was on the B team, 
so cheers to all “B” teamers and 
those students who abstained from rugby altogether, we had other talents!
So Presentation Brothers may have provided 
Ronan O' Gara, Peter Stringer and Declan Kidney 
it would have not been possible to achieve success 
in Munster Rugby without Tomás O' Leary and Donnchadh O' Callaghan. 

The previous golden age of Irish Rugby gave us 
Donal Linehan, another Christian’s past pupil, 
so I suppose it would only be fair to say 
honours even between the two schools.
Honours even, 
is a nice note to end on 
Enjoy your evening

Thank You for your attention and patience.
Go raibh maith agaibh

Cllr Brian Bermingham


Lord Mayor of Cork
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