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Retirement function for Mr. Dermot O Connell, probation service

Friday Feb 6th 2009 @ Imperial Hotel.

Welcome, everyone, 

It’s an honour for me to be asked here 
this evening at Dermot’s retirement. 
Coming from his native town- [Baile Bhuirne] 
in the early 70’s and having trained in the probation service in 1971 
Dermot became - 
the first probation officer in Cork. 

This is an extremely significant legacy 
to which on behalf of the Citizens of Cork 
I congratulate and thank you. 

A true all-rounder, Dermot 
worked in all areas of the probation service 
including the Courts Service, Prison, family law, and community service. 

He is one of the best networkers in the business, 
moving with ease between the many organisations including Training Services, addiction services, community and sports, and 
all of the organisations that interact with offenders or those at risk of offending. 

Dermot has seen unprecedented change 
in the area of youth care and education down the years. 
And who, but Dermot would have had the fortitude to deal with the slings and arrows 
that have assailed the service over time, such as changes in Society-Economic,Financial, Social -Alcohol and drug abuse-parentless families-
youth gone wild and all that IT stuff. 

Dermot ensured “Brighter Futures” for so many, creating an environment and opportunity for Youth in a wide variety of areas.

By means of quality Education and Training
Youth are engaged, making friends, building skills- in emotion stability, socialisation, 
Personal development, language, literacy and numeracy. 
Youth learn through the medium of encouragement, example and advice 
as done within organisations 
to which Dermot gave so much of his time and skills for example the Community Youth Training Centre which are funded by FAS and supported by many agencies including the Probation Service and the vec 

Dermot’s input 
contributed significantly to Society’s belief to-day that Youth have a right to be supported 
to reach their potential through education and training and beyond. 
Society intervenes with early schools leavers and 
the Probation Service creatively intervenes 
with youth and others who fall fowl with the law 
or are in danger in doing so. 
Dermot’s personal contribution is beyond measurement. 

His experience, style, quite and patient manner, clear thinking, focused on the side of those most in need, 
produces a leadership style 
that’s extremely effective and influential. 
He puts him success down to teas and cakes 
that sustained and fortified him but 
I think we all know that it stemmed from his
utter commitment to our youth and to our people. 

Retirements are by their nature 
are very special bitter-sweet occasions.

The Probation Service 
will indeed be a much emptier place but 
fantastically enriched due to Dermot’s 
fabulous contributions.
They will be turning to him for words of wisdom --- 
wisdom accumulated 
after a lifetime of commitment, dedication and care to those he looked after so well.

Although, we are formally saying goodbye 
to Dermot, after all He’s only retiring
leaving the Probation Service 
in very good shape and with a new life… 
to explore new opportunities and enjoy himself. 
We will all look forward to meeting and hearing about what He is getting up to. 

Dermot, on my own and on behalf of the citizens of Cork. 
I join with your colleagues in wishing you a long, wonderful and healthy, 
Retirement which you richly deserve. 

Good luck and, 
let us all now raise our glasses 
to “Dermot’s new life”. 
