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Lord Mayor’s Dinner at CIT - 090212


Mr President, 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

The Lady Mayoress and I, as first citizens 
are honoured by your recognition 
to the office of Lord Mayor and 
the contribution it makes to the City and Region.

It is a privilege to address you this evening 
for this year’s annual Lord Mayor’s dinner. 
As someone involved in education for many years 
I am keenly aware of the contribution education and and Cork Institute of Technology makes in our region.

Tho members of the European Union 
Ireland, with its open economy, is vulnerable in a time of great change and economic and financial stress.

As our regional economy evolves and 
the nature of direct inward investment 
changes to more sophisticated services and 
high-tech manufacturing, we know that 
the skill base of the regional workforce 
is a key determination in influencing such investment and the attractiveness of the region.

Education and Training, from the trades to technician level to the professions - Degrees, Masters, and Doctorates, 
enhances the skill base of our workforce, 
gearing our youth and population to the challenges 
a globalised world presents.

The Cork Region and Munster 
is extremely fortunate in having 
two third/forth-level Educational institutions, 
a well developed forward looking Technological Institute and a traditional and very progressive University.

I believe, as a member of UCC Board of Governors 
this year, that the growing co-operation 
between CIT and UCC is very positive, 
welcomed by all, enhancing their individual and 
collective contribution, to our region and province.

Both institutions are working on 
“Research & Development” R&D projects 
as part of a strategic national objective --- 
Investment in Science and Technology. 

The Cork Area Strategic Plan -CASP  
identified the need for a Science & Technology Park in the Cork Region. This was restated in the CASP update just completed in 2008.  
Cork County Council have been working 
over the last 12 months on developing the concept which will be dependent on, C.I.T. and U.C.C. 
working with the Council, developers, IDA and others  
in bringing this concept to reality.  

Cork County Council will be leading 
the planning process and a report was recently presented to the Members of Cork County Council.

Cork City Council is supportive of proposals 
to develop such an initiative.

May I applaud all involved in this most exciting project and may I applaud your Dr. Michael Noonan 
in doing so much work over many years 
on the Science Park concept for this region? 
Dr. Noonan has estimated a potential job attainment of over 3000 over time, so let’s go! 

Both the County Mayor and I met with 
Dr. Noonan to give his concept a boost some months ago. We are extremely happy that the Science Park project is progressing nicely at this moment.

CIT’s Rubicon Centre, a leader in enterprise support activity is a purpose built - on campus incubator 
now recognised as the most successful in the country playing a vitally important role in the economic life of the Region. 

2009 is the United Nations International Year of Astronomy and CIT’s involvement with Cork City Council has proven a great success in 
the Blackrock Castle Observatory (BCO) 
which houses Ireland’s 
first fully-interactive science centre. 
It is built around the theme of astronomy. 
Since opening its doors in August 2007, 
the site has had almost 50,000 visitors,
including 10,000 schoolchildren and has been recognised for its excellence with six national and international awards in 2008. 
The National Marine Centre Ireland is the national centre for maritime training and represents a unique partnership with CIT and the Irish Naval Service. 
It is crucially important to the region.
I could go on and on 
the Cork Institute of Technology 
is a superb Institution. I share its aspirations 
it will sometime soon be a recognised University. 
1. With its College of Art & Design, The Cork School of Music, CIT is at the centre of a healthy, lively arts and cultural life so important in the development of a creative knowledge based Region. 
2. CIT has superb well known sports facilities 
with a key regional track and field sports resource enriching the sports infrastructure of the City and region. 
It has  always prided itself on being both responsive to the country’s economic and development needs without losing site of the fact 
it is both a local and regional hub. 
May I wish the Cork Institute of Technology 
every success? 

Thanking all Presidents and Directors, 
Staff and Students down the years 
for their contribution in the making 
of the wonderful educational institution 
it is today – 
essential to the quality of life in our region and nation giving leadership at all times 
but especially in these challenging times, 
enabling us to grow our confidence and 
optimism for the future. 

We prepare for the inevitable,
though at the moment elusive, 
upturn.
The Annual Lord Mayor's Dinner 
seeks to recognise, foster and facilitate 
the many interactions between 
the Institute and the City Council 
by bringing together 

The Lord Mayor, 
the City" Manager, 
the Chairman and the President of the institute
and key executives from the City Council the Institute and other organisations. 

