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Launch of Cork Tango Festival 2009
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
I’m delighted to be here this afternoon 
for the launch of the 2009 Cork Tango Festival.
Just saying those words Cork Tango Festival 
gives you some idea of how cosmopolitan a city 
Cork has become over the last decade or more.
In the past ten years Cork has become a new and better place, our economy has grown and 
migrants and refugees have played a major part in this. 
The face of our city has changed. 
Our culture has been enriched and migrants and refugees have played a major part in this,
through their creativity, artistry and skills.
Cork is all the better for those who have come to live among us.

So many different languages can now be heard on the streets of Cork. 
We are now becoming a focus as a Festival City 
the Tango adds to our already sterling reputation.
· Choral Festival

· Jazz Festival

· Midsummer Festival

· St. Patrick’s festival 

· International Film Festival

· Folk Festival

Among a host of others we have the second Tango Festival

Tango was the first couple dance ever seen in Europe that involved Creativeness. 
Before the arrival of Tango, 
couple dance was sequence based, 
with every couple on the floor dancing 
the same steps at the same time.

The earliest evidence of Tango 
being danced in Europe comes from 
the first decade of the Twentieth Century. 

It probably came into France first through 
the port of Marseille, where Argentine sailors 
would dance with the local girls, and 
Tango was the couple dance they preferred. 
There is evidence of a couple dancing Tango 
on stage in [Monmartre ] Paris by 1909.
But it was in 1912 that the Tango took Paris by storm.

By this time Argentina was the seventh richest country in the world, with an average per capita income four times that of Spain or Italy. 
While the poor stayed poor, 
the rich got very rich indeed, and 
it became the fashion for families 
to send their young sons to Europe, either 
to go to university, or simply to do the Grand Tour and finish off their education.

Young men of good families 
have a tendency to spend time in places 
they are not supposed to visit, and 
with girls that their mothers would rather they did not marry. 

As a consequence several of these young men were quite good Tango dancers, even 
though Tango was still completely unacceptable in polite society in Buenos Aires.

But when these young men began to dance in Paris the upper classes were delighted, and
Tango became a massive craze.

And now we see for the second time 
a series of workshops, classes and events 
here in Cork adding once again to 
the rich tapestry of Cork’s cultural life.

Although many may feel that such intricate steps 
are beyond them 
I am assured by the organizers that 
all level of skills are catered for and 
~I’m sure it will be a hugely enjoyable festival.

I congratulate the organizers and wish the festival a long life and continued success.
Go n-eirí go gel leis an iarracht

Cllr Brian Bermingham
Lord Mayor of Cork
