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Salutations

Introduction

I am extremely happy, to be here this afternoon, representing the City of Cork as Lord Mayor and raising awareness of Enable Ireland.

This is my first day as Lord Mayor and what a day. 
0815

a visit to the echo.
1100 

attend Retirement Function of School Warden Mrs Appleby40 years
1145
visit to my good friend Councillor Denis Cregan at the CUH 

1230
Cope Foundation‘s  Ennismore Lodge to open an art Exhibition
1600
Pay Courtesy Visit to the Irish Heart Foundation & Get Blood Pressure Checked – in the Irish Heart Foundation Office, Pembroke/rose Wharf

1730
Attend Launch of 2008 “Tour de Munster” a 4 day 600 km charity cycle, and proceeds are in aid of Enable Ireland – at the Enable Ireland Cork Services, The Lavanagh Centre, Ballintemple 

I wish to congratulate Enable Ireland on what is  I believe your 60th Birthday this year. 
Should Enable Ireland wish, - 
the City would be very honoured to host a reception at City hall to acknowledge your 60th anniversary?

I’m delighted that Enable Ireland has been chosen as the beneficiary of the 2008 the eighth "Tour de Munster" cycle. 

I’m trilled to meet World-renowned cyclist, Sean Kelly, 
your very welcome to Cork Sean, please find time 
to sign our visitor’s book when you get the chance.
On Thursday August 14th a team of cyclists will commence a demanding four-day 600km charity cycle through all the counties of Munster, Cork - Kerry -  Clare - Limerick - Tipperary - Waterford - the southern most of the four provinces of Ireland
The name Munster is derived from the Celtic goddess, Muma. In time, its six regions were all subsumed into the three kingdoms of 
Thomond (North Munster) – 
Desmond (South Munster), 
Ormond (East Munster), all of which were eventually subsumed by surrender and re-grant as Earldoms in the Peerage of Ireland. 

Maurice FitzThomas Fitzgerald, 1st Earl of Desmond, (d.January 25, 1356) was an Irish nobleman in the Peerage of Ireland, Captain of Desmond Castle in Kinsale, “Ruler of Munster”, and for a short time Lord Justice of Ireland.
In 1841 before the Great Famine, there were just under 3 million people living in the province of Munster, 
but the population dropped due to mass emigration in the 1840s and continued emigration up until the 1980s.

For 30 days during the Irish Civil War, the province of Munster broke away from the Irish Free State and established the Munster Republic in opposition to the acceptance of the Anglo-Irish Treaty. 
The Munster Republic was short lived crushed by heavily-armed Irish Free State
The Munster flag has three crowns representing its three kingdoms. This flag can easily be confused with the flag of Dublin which has three castles in a similar pattern on a blue background; [image: image5.png]




We are all so proud of Our Munster Rugby team inspiring us to understand our province a little better.
As the Tour de Munster Cycle will also.

Participants in the 2008 Tour de Munster will each collect individual sponsorship covering their own costs. 

Last year the cycle raised over €100,000,
I appeal on your behalf  

· For volunteers to accompany the tour to help with collections in the cities, towns and villages along the route. 
· To the general public to please support this event? 
All funds raised go directly to Enable Ireland. 

Founded in 1948, Enable Ireland provides services for 3,500 children and adults with disabilities in 14 regional locations. 

Your services for children and their families cover all aspects of a child's physical, educational, and social development from early infancy through adolescence. 

Having a child, who has been diagnosed with a disability, is an overwhelming experience for any parent. 
Disability can happen to any family, at any time and in any financial circumstances
For adults Enable Ireland offer a range of services 
covering personal development, independent living, employment, and social and leisure activities. 

The demand for Enable Ireland's services continues to increase throughout Munster and 
they have set themselves the challenging goal 
of meeting these needs by providing a full range of high quality services, 
and expanding into local communities. 

Funds raised through the 8th Tour de Munster will help build services for Enable Ireland's - essentials like 
1. new and improved services centres, 
2. pre-school equipment, 
3. assistive technology, 
4. outdoor play areas and 
5. Hydrotherapy treatment pools. 


May I take this opportunity in giving advanced notice that Enable Ireland would welcome you to take part in the Cork Mini-Marathon on Sunday 28 September 2008. 

Put your best foot forward to enable, Enable Ireland to meet its high expectations on behalf of its clients.

Thank You
Brian Bermingham
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