Ardmhéara Diary 2008-2009.

Tuesday 24th June, 2008

At 1400

Family Photo with Photographer Tony O’Connell. North Main Street. Tony, an excellent photographer has taken photos of Lord Mayors for over 20 years. 
Tuesday 24th June, 2008

At 1600

A visit to the Irish Heart Foundation [IHF] on is a must for all. 
Mr Paddy O’Brien [supremo with the over 6o’s and great Corkman] and Anne Riordan Regional Manager   
M: 086 8520199 were excellent hosts.

The Health Promotion Officer Sr. Siobhan Ryan measured my blood pressure. Expecting it to be over the top due to the stress and strains of the Ardmhéara election to my surprise I’m within acceptable range so the year ahead is full of promise. I learned a lot from my visit.

Please contact the IHF for information at the Wharf Penrose Quay Cork t: 021-4505822 email: ariordan@irishheart.ie 
Tuesday 24th June, 2008

At 1800

Delighted to meet Cycling Legend Sean Kelly at the launch of the 2008 “Tour de Munster”. 

A four day 600km charity cycle starting on August 14th in aid of Enable Ireland who are   celebrating their 60th birthday this year – Happy birthday 

Great to meet Donal Cashman chairperson and Fionnula O’Donovan CEO former honorary Director of Cope Foundation. 


Miss Cork and Miss Kerry added colour and splash to the occasion.  
Hopefully the Citizens of Cork will contribute to this very worthy cause. 
Enable Ireland – the Lavanagh Centre Ballintemple
http://www.enableireland.ie 

Wednesday 25th June, 2008 at 0900
The Lady Mayoress and I were greeted at the English Market by Traders Committee members Jerry Moynihan, Katherine O’Mahony and Linda Walsh, who brought us on a tour of the Market and introducing us to all the traders.
The English Market is a covered market for fish, fruit, meat, Breads, organic fruit & vegetables, eggs, cheese, olives,  crubeens (pigs' feet), the Cork favourite - Tripe & Drisheen and foods from all over the world.

The origins of the market can be traced back to James 1st in 1610, but the   present building dates from 1786. In 1980 it was destroyed by fire and was refurbished by Cork Corporation to an award-winning design by the Cork City architect T. F. Mac Namara, 
Paul Murphy, the longest serving that day has been trading in the Market for over 51 years
The unanimous impression from all traders is that the English Market is very well run by the Management Group. 
All are pleased.

We were invited to breakfast at the Farm gate Café.  

Moynihan’s Poultry presented a donation to Cope Foundation.
Many thanks to all the Traders for a very pleasant visit. 

Wednesday 25th June, 2008 at 1100

Met with members of the Cork Business association, including President Claire Nash, CEO Donal Healy. 


We covered a wide range of topics of interest to the business community and agreed to call a Civic Forum/Central Business district meeting in September. 

Wednesday 25th June, 2008 at 1940

“Conducting” the Barrack Street Band in front of the National Monument was most enjoyable. 
We then lead a parade with Cork Lads The Frank and Walters to their gig in the Irish Examiner’s Spiegltent.    

The National Monument stands on the Grand Parade, recalling the Irish patriots who died between 1798 and 1867. 

Michael Davitt established the Land League in the 1800s to fight for the rights of Irish Tenants 
We observed part of His hand is missing from the statue. 
I have requested the City Manager to repair same.

Thursday 26th June, 2008 at 0900
A courtesy visit to Cork City Council’s front line troops, our unsung heroes should be a must for any Ardmheara Chorcai. 


Cork City Council Housing Maintenance Works depots are located in Churchfield, The Glen, City Centre and Togher. 


During the visit, we met the Housing Area Engineers, Adrian Quinn, Micheál Lyons and Brian O’Flynn and General Foremen, Kieran Humphries, John O’Connell, Jerry Cronin and John Landry, along with a number of other staff members comprising Tradesmen, General Operatives and Depot Clerks. 

Had tea with the lads, jokes flying around. 
On behalf of Cork City Council sincere thanks for all your efforts.

May I also thank the City of Cork Vocational Education Committee, Lillian Buckley Tutor Coordinator, and John O’ Donovan CCC for their involvement in the Return to Learning programme in Cork City Council’s Depots around the City? It is a great success. 

Whilst at the depots,  our driver, Pat Buckley, met a number of former colleagues of his late father, Paddy Buckley, who himself had been a General Foreman in Housing Maintenance for nearly 20 years prior to his retirement in 1999.  

Pat, from Abbey Chauffeur Services, is an expert driver with a pleasant personality. 
