Ardmhéara Chorcai

Diary 2008-2009.

The National Monument stands on the Grand Parade, recalling the Irish patriots who died between 1798 and 1867. 

Last week I wrote 
“Michael Davitt who established the Land League in the 1800s to fight for the rights of Irish Tenants, part of His hand is missing from the statue”. 

In fact the statue belongs to Michael Dwyer and it is His statue that is missing part of the hand. 

Michael Dwyer (1772–1825) was a Society of the United Irishmen leader in the 1798 rebellion. He later fought a guerilla campaign against the British Army in the Wicklow Mountains from 1798-1803.
The magnificent National Monument
is about to get a much needed facelift as confirmed by the City Manager. 

The four statues of Michael Dwyer, Wolfe Tone, Thomas Davis and O’Neill Crowley 
stand very close 
to the beautifully restored Cenotaph remembering Corkmen who participated [29,000] and died, [approx 3000]
 during the First World War 1914-1918. 

2008 is the 90th Anniversary of the ending of this brutal conflict. “We shall remember them”.

The two structures stand together symbolising Nua Glún Na hEireann and adjacent to the nearly completed Grand Parade emphasising with pride the word 
“Grand” again.
	


Friday, 27 June 2008
Nice to visit my old friend Councillor Derry Canty and his wife Noreen who ran a crèche in Ballincollig for over 20 years. 
Noreen is retiring and will be missed by the children she lovingly cared for down the years. 
Well done Noreen. 

I was invited to attend the Cork County Council AGM in the County Hall. 
Together with Mr Kevin Terry Cork City Engineer and deputising for the City Manager we met with the County Mayor Tom Sheehan, County Manager Mr Martin Riordan, and Teresa White Assistant Manager.

Mayor Sheehan was the first County Mayor to attend Cork City Council’s Lord Mayor’s election. Thanks Tom.
The meeting began with Councillor Mulvihill expressing grave concern re the waste in 
Haulbowline followed by other Councillors.  


Councillor Noel Harrington from the Beara peninsula was deemed elected Mayor. 


Mayor Harrington’s speech amongst other topics expressed his desire to bring back the Cork Swansea Ferry. 
Practical co-operation between City and County is needed on this and many other issues. 

I hold that the future of our region is Metropolitan Cork and this concept should be strongly marketed. How it ultimately evolves politically is a ceist éile.
The Taste of Cork

Congratulations to the Organisers and exhibitors on a very different day out at Cork City Gaol located on Convent Avenue, Sunday’s Well.Cork City.
This castle like prison once housed 19th C. prisoners, often in wretched conditions. 
www.tasteofcork.ie   

The Naval Ball 2008 was an enjoyable night 
at the Maritime College Ringaskiddy. 
This year is the anniversary of the British leaving the port of Cork on 11 July 1938 seventy years ago.

The Cork Institute of Technology’s National Maritime College is the designated national centre for the education and training of personnel for the Merchant Navy and Naval Service and is Ireland’s only Nautical College. 
Saturday, 28 June 2008

Today the “Darragh Casey Memorial Soccer Tournament” was hosted by Leisure world at Churchfield. 
All funds raised are going to the Tír na nOg Ward,Cork university Hospital [CUH]     
The Lady Mayoress and I were privileged to attend. 
Darragh was born on the 26th of July 2007 with a rare syndrome called CHARGE. 
It affects 1 in 10,000 births. He spent all but 2 weeks of his 8 month life in the loving care of both the CUMH and the Tír na nOg Ward in CUH. 
Darragh attended Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children for all of his 7 operations that were needed to give him a better quality of life. 

The care and love that was given to Darragh while in hospital will never be forgotten.
Darragh lost his fight for life on 22nd of March 2008. 

His Parents are eternally thankful to all who touched their lives as they were on their journey with baby Darragh. 

They hope that the funds raised will help in some way to aid the everyday needs of the Tír na  nOg ward CUH.
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