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Wednesday, 2nd July 2008 

At 17.30 we attended the Cork Business Association/Heineken presentation of their 2nd quarter 2008 award to Keanes Jewellers in the Kiln Murphy’s Brewery. 

Keanes a great Cork firm richly deserved the award, presented by the judging panel chairperson James O’Sullivan. 
Nice to meet up with classmates Pat Keane and Donal Healy CEO Cork Business association. 
We also met President of the CBA Claire Nash and Heineken’s Johnny Crowley. A nice glass of Alcohol free beer was tasted.   
19.15 attended the Probation Service presentation ceremony for families who took part in the 12 week course “strengthening Families”  at the Probation Service. St. Nicholas Church. 
Cove St. Cork
Tel: (353) 021-4836700
It is located opposite Sullivan’s Quay former primary school which I attended.

The programme was organised with the Regional Drugs Task Force and the Health Service Executive, on an interagency basis. 

Well done to the Families and persons who were awarded certificates and to all the organisers.  

Great to meet Dermot O'Connell again. 
We worked together on the Board of a famous City youth development centre many moons ago.
Dermot was the first member of staff assigned to the probation service in Cork in 1972.
“The Probation Service is an agency of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform. 
They provide probation supervision, community service, anti offending behaviour programmes and specialist support services working closely with offenders, families, the Court Service, the Irish Prison Service, An Garda Síochána, the Irish Youth Justice Service, the Office for the Minister for Children and many organisations in the community. 

These services help protect the public, improve communities and support offenders to integrate into their communities. 

Thanks for your most important work. 

Their offices in the former St Nicholas's Church stands on a very old site which has been associated with churches since the twelfth century. 
Gregory, Bishop of Cork in 1186, granted a church called St Nicholas to the Abbey of St Thomas in Dublin. That church was in the courtyard of Gilbert, who was the last leader of the Ostmen (http://www.corkpastandpresent.ie/history/pre1400-ostman.shtml) in Cork. 
It was certainly near the present building and may even have been on the same site. 
Historians think that another church called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre stood on the site of later St Nicholas' Church.

Bishop James Wilson consecrated St Nicholas' Church on 21 March 1850. The church replaced an older church which had been built in 1723. 
Joseph Welland designed the church which was built by John Butler. 
The spire was completed and the bells installed in 1870. There were eight bells in the key of F natural, cast by the firm of J. Murphy in Dublin.

Mr Terry Boyle explained 
“The site of St.Nicholas Church, is situated in the middle of a very special triangle. 
Just to the west of us 
we have the imposing but very beautiful St Finbarr’s Cathedral; 
less than two hundred yards from where we stand lies the remains of Nano Nagle, Founder of the Presentation Order who was both a champion of the poor and who believed in empowering people through education and respect; 
and less than two hundred yards away on Cove Street four men, a Quaker Martin, a Unitarian Dunscombe, a Presbyterian Dowden and the Catholic Capuchin Priest Theobald Mathew gathered one night and agreed together to begin the crusade for temperance which they inaugurated the following evening in the Horse Bazaar in the adjacent Mary Street”. 

Thursday, 3rd July, 2008

11.00 Officially launched a new festival, the “Cork Cycling Arts Festival” promoting cycling in Cork. It takes place from Wednesday, July 23, until Sunday, July 27.

I met with members of Cork City Council Traffic section, UCC, La Galleria, an OIGE and others. 

They pointed out that arts and entertainment would be at the heart of the activities. 
Highlights include 
The Sense of Cycling, 
an interactive arts exhibition at the Unitarian Church, Princes Street.
Log  onto www.cork-cycling-arts-festival.org. 
Cork City Council’s policy since at least 1979 is to actively encourage cyclists and cycling. 

However as traffic increased, real danger to cyclists emerged. 
Sharing a bus/taxi lane 
is not the answer as local authority figures show that Lorries or buses are involved in the majority of cyclist’s fatalities.

Cork City has a range of lovely walkways along the tributaries of the River Lee. 
Designing safety features for pedestrians and cyclists on walkways would encourage use for both facilitating health promotion and energy conservation. These assets would be better utilised.
18.30 Attended the Music Library renamed in 2004 the Rory Gallagher Music Library in recognition of one of Cork's most famous musicians.
It was the opening night to celebrate the 30th anniversary with a week-long [July 3rd-10th] celebration of live performances and exhibitions and showcasing young talent facilitating the oppor​tunity to perform.

The Music Library was opened in 1978 by then City Librarian Sean Bohan with a selection of vinyl and cassette tapes. Former City librarian Hannah O’Sullivan continued and developed the work.

Music Librarians Kitty Buckley and Dominic Conroy worked with the Cork City Music Library in Grand Parade since it opened in 1978. 
Amongst others the event showcased The Barrack Street Band, the Cork Academy of Music and Gordon Warner on mandolin; banjo and bouzouki, the new Cork City Gospel Choir and soprano Amanda Neri were among those listed to perform. 


It was a great pleasure to meet with singer Rita Lynch and her daughter Mary, former neighbour, Also Liam Ronayne City librarian and former City Manager Mr. Jack Higgins– nice to see you Jack. 
For full information visit the music library website at www.cork-citylibrary.ie 021-4924919.
A very good start to a Musical City theme.

Cork is a City with a varied and vibrant artistic community, and a fascinating cultural heritage. The activity of Cork’s artists, musicians, writers, poets and players is evident on our stages, in our galleries and let’s increase it significantly on our streets and in our parks. 
19.15 p.m. Attended the Marathon agus an Ras Mór volunteer night in the Millennium Hall to extended a sincere thanks to all the volunteers who gave their ongoing commitment and worked tirelessly. The occasion was organised by Jim O’Donovan Director of Service, Community and Enterprise Cork City Council 
The Ocean to City Race, An Ras Mór is a unique maritime event open to all types of traditional boats. The course covers 15 nautical miles from Crosshaven to Lapps Quay in Cork City centre. This event is held in early June.

For more information please log on to www.oceantocity.com 
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