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A delegation from the General Tom Barry National commemoration Committee, Caothairleach, Noel Kenneally, Runai, Con O’ Farrell-Kingsway visited City Hall regarding a site for the Tom Barry Memorial plague.
I anticipate, subject to Council, that the unveiling will take place in Fitzgerald Park. 

“Thomas (Tom) Barry (Tomás de Barra) (July 1, 1897 - July 2, 1980) 
was one of the most prominent guerrilla leaders in the Irish Republican Army during the Irish War of Independence. 
He was born in Killorglin, County Kerry, the son of a former RIC officer. 
In 1915, during World War I, he enlisted in the British Army and fought in Mesopotamia (then part of the Ottoman Empire, present day Iraq).
He rose to the rank of sergeant. It was there He first heard of the Easter Rising.

On his return to Cork he was involved with ex-servicemen's organisations. 
In 1920, Barry joined the 3rd (West) Cork Brigade of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) which was then engaged in the Irish War of Independence (1919-21). 
On November 28, 1920, Barry's unit ambushed and killed almost a whole platoon of British Auxiliaries at Kilmichael, County Cork. 
In March 1921 at Crossbarry County Cork  Barry and 104 men, divided into seven sections, broke out of an encirclement of 1,200 strong British force from the Essex Regiment. 
In total, the British Army stationed over 12,500 troops in County Cork during the conflict, while Barry's men numbered no more than 300. Eventually, Barry's tactics made West Cork ungovernable for the British authorities. 
For more information log onto http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Barry 

QDS [Quality Development Services] 

awards ceremony was held recently.
Nemo Rangers Hurling and Football Club, [www.nemorangers.ie] 

hosted an inspiring evening with awards and prizes given 
to the clients of QDS 
On this special occasion we celebrated the achievements of those from QDS for their individual success in supported employment and their growth to independence living. 

Supported employment first began in QDS in the year 2000. Since then a total of 125 placements have been achieved in the open labour market. It has been a huge success and continues to grow. 
The importance of the night was to celebrate the achievements of the clients and also to bring awareness to the general public about supported employment.
QDS service is located at Vicar's Road and has achieved the ISO quality award. All clients are engaging in educational, social and work activities of their own choosing. 
A variety of modules are available to clients including computer skills, literacy classes, art, drama, etc. 
many clients are availing of the supported work opportunities within their own communities.
http://www.cope-foundation.ie/services/day-services.php 
Olympics 2008
we wish our athletes in Beijing every success.
We were delighted to receive Ronald Michael Delany (born 1935), with Michael O’Connell of Three Stripe International Ltd.
Ronnie is a former Irish athlete, who specialised in middle distance running.
In 1956, he became the seventh runner to join the club of Four-minute milers, but nonetheless struggled to make the Irish team for the 1956 Summer Olympics. However he went on to win in the 1,500 meters achieving an Olympic Gold medal in Melbourne 

Since Delany’s victory John Tracey won a Silver Medal in the marathon at the 1984 Games in Los Angeles and Sonia O'Sullivan won a Silver Medal at the 2000 Games in Sydney over 5,000 meters. 
Delaney continued his running career in North America, winning four successive AAU titles in the mile, adding to his total of four Irish national titles, and three NCAA titles. He was next to unbeatable on indoor tracks over that period, which included a 40-race winning streak. He broke the World Indoor Mile Record on three occasions. For more information log onto http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronnie_Delaney
Ardbhaile Community Centre, Mayfield 10th Anniversary.
Following the formal event a packed programme of the Family Fun Day followed. We had an exciting Falcon display from falconer Niamh Carmody and Samantha Murphy of Ravenstone Bird Control. They provided an outstanding display with two falcons and a young owl. 
Face painting, puppet shows, storytelling, balloon modeling, a disco with party games and a bouncy castle completed the line-up. Truly an enjoyable day!

Some eighteen years ago 
a group of people from the Mayfield area had a vision as to how the area should look and develop.

With the foresight of the then parish priest Fr. Donal Linehan and Sr.Enda Dineen, a needs analysis of the area was conducted.
With a mix of both public and private housing, the area was experiencing economic and social disadvantage with much of the public housing in poor repair. 

Community development is about promoting and bringing about positive change in society in favour of those who would otherwise benefit least.

In 1990, Mayfield got one of the first fifteen Community Development Projects. [CDP] 

The brief of such projects was to address the needs of the community.

The needs identified in the Mayfield area were literacy, housing, information, employment, and education. 
The following services were established as a result:

Mayfield Adult Literacy Service with a dedicated Representative group and Adult literacy Organiser Mary Chambers 086-8237078

Community Adult Learning Project
[CALP] 
Mayfield Employment Action Project
MEAP

Mayfield Housing Initiative

And the Mayfield Citizens information Centre.
In addition to community initiatives, Cork City Council undertook a major refurbishment of the social housing stock.
Consultation took place locally with individual tenants regarding the options available in refurbishment, such as selection of brick facade, roof tiles, doors, glazing and planting for gardens, 
thereby encouraging a sense of participation 
and ownership of their houses.

The City Council’s desire to bring services closer to the people led to the establishment 
of the Northeast Area Housing Office bringing many aspects of the housing service under one roof. Tenant participation and estate management was introduced.

 The establishment of FAS Community Employment Schemes led to the employment of local people in initiatives within the community leading to mainstream employment for many of the participants.

To-day housing in Mayfield has seen a huge improvement with flats, houses and open spaces being refurbished to a high standard. Added to this is the vibrant sense of community among people, improving quality of life.
The Community Centre in Ardbhaile and in particular the activities located here, 
have played a central role in encouraging and developing community initiatives.

I would like to thank and congratulate the local community, resident’s associations and City Council staff at Ardbhaile. 
Present at the Anniversary amongst others were Councillors John Kelleher. Dara Murphy, Annette Spillane and Tim Brosnan Joe Gavin, City Manager, Anita Linehan, Stephen Kearney, and Phelim Collins, from Housing & Community Directorate  Cork City Council.
www.corkcitycouncil.ie 
Managers and staff from all the branches connected with the Better Ireland Programme attended the presentation cere​mony at Allied Irish Banks [AIB] southern headquarters at 66 South Mall.
The AIB bank, presented €110,000 to 11 projects aimed at sup​porting social inclusion. 

The €2 million being provided for projects nationwide through its Better Ireland Programme would make a huge difference to groups all over the country.
AIB regional manager Kieran King​ston also praised the winners for their "enormous" contributions to their communities and said the bank was delighted to support the scheme as part of its corporate social respons​ibility programme.
AIB employs 24,000, mostly in this country, the UK, Poland and America.

The mark of a real republic is when private institutions such as the bank engage in a partner​ship approach with communities throughout Cork.

The spirit of volunteerism which exists in the city enriches the life of the Citizens in Cork. 
Sincere thanks to Glynis Casey for being a wonderful host.
Cheers to all 
Middle Parish community    Association Youth Group
The group works with young people living in the city centre to equip them with the skills they need to live and work successfully in their community.
Life Centre 
The centre opened in 2000 to cater for young people between the ages of 12 and 16 and offers educational, per​sonal development and guidance Courses.
Cork Coun​selling Services
The service offers counselling and support and in 2007 operated a pilot project focusing on suicide preven​tion. 
Bizzie Bees Nursery
The facility offers a holistic ap​proach to childcare services and offers support, parenting skills and further education initiatives to par​ents. 

College Road / Cork Institute of Technology (CIT) branch: Cork Music Works
The group works with pupils from the School of the Devine Child.
CIT students mentor children with special learning needs as part of the programme.
Togher Boys Primary School
The school provides education for children in the Togher and Bishop​stown environs with a focus on developmental learning.
St Mary's on the Hill Primary School
The school caters for children in the Blackpool and Knocknaheeny area.
Scoil Triest in Lota caters for 72 children with autism. A strong em​phasis is placed on community inter​action.
Before 5 Nursery and Family Centre
The nursery and family centre offers a pre-school facility and educa​tional courses for adults.
Cork Ap​plied Behaviour Analysis School (CABAS) is a spe​cial-needs school for young children with autistic spectrum disorder. 
Step​ping Ahead Clinic
The service offers occupational therapy and speech and language therapy for young children.
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