Ardmhéara Chorcai

Diary 2008-2009. – August 17th 2008

Journing on the road of remembrance as Ardméara Chorcai  

We remembered during the period August 6th through August 9th 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki
A letter to this effect was sent to the Mayors of these two cities on behalf of the people of Cork.

It is so important for mankind that every community, throughout the globe, commemorate this period with commemorations short or long, simple or elaborate, 
but these days should not be forgotten. 
This is a critical part of our responsibility as citizens of Earth living in the Nuclear Age. The world needs to recall and reflect on the experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as symbols of our common humanity, human strength and indomitable spirit. The key to humanity’s future runs through Hiroshima and Nagasaki’s past.
The Lady Mayoress and I met Thomas Mac Giolla, Lord Mayor of Dublin 1993-1994. Councillor John Kelleher, Ted Tynan Former Councillor, John Bowen member of Cork City Council Strategic Policy Committee, John Jefferies, Bob Seward, Cork Academy of Music and many others. 

I was delighted to meet that veteran Political Leader Thomas Mac Giolla. I first met Thomas during the Peace Train in the early nineties. He showed me a photo with President Mary Robinson, Mayors and Lord Mayors and I marching for Peace in Belfast during the “Troubles”. His Career is long, controversial, but with a legacy that shows leadership, remarkable courage, vision and determination. He has earned His place in history. A lovely gentleman I wish Thomas and his lovely wife May [McLoughlin who was an active member of Sinn Féin and Cumann na mBan] years of happiness and contentment. 
Please web search Thomas Mac Giolla and  http://en.wikipedia.org/. 
We Irish can be very proud of our peacekeeping efforts around the globe.
Recently we rededicated 
the Irish United Nations Veterans Association Monument in Fitzgerald’s Park in order to remember those who died and recall the excellent service which they gave. 

We also opened an exhibition in Cork’s Public Museum which celebrated Ireland's 50 years 
of unbroken United Nations International Peacekeeping 

John F. Kennedy, President of the United States, addressed the Joint Houses of the Oireachtas on the 28th June 1963. In the course of his speech he identified Ireland's place in the world at that time and he made the following statement.
"From Cork to the Congo, 

From Galway to the Gaza Strip, from this Legislative Assembly to the United Nations in New York, 

Ireland is sending its most talented men and women to do the World's most important work". 

This was very high praise and well deserved because it identified the unique contribution which Ireland had been making to international peace and security – a contribution which we continue to make 
right to the current day. 

In fact it all started five years earlier, on the 28th June 1958, when five Irish officers took up duty on the  Lebanon/Syria border in order to establish whether cross border infiltration was taking place. These brave men were the pathfinders and the first Irish soldiers to work under the Blue Flag and wear the Blue Beret of the United Nations. 

In the interim not a single day has passed without an Irish soldier manning his or her post somewhere in the World and this is a legacy of which every man, woman and child in this country should be very very proud. 
Of course, this achievement has also had a price; eighty-five Irish peacekeepers have given their lives in the service of peace. We owe a huge debt of gratitude as a Nation to these brave people and to the families they left behind who shouldered a terrible burden which for the most part has never really been understood. 

Our Defence Forces have achieved so much in so many places throughout the World during the past fifty years. 

Many thanks to the operations officer Lieutenant Colonel Brendan O’Shea,
Quartermaster  Sgt Gerry White. The Soldiers on my first guard of honour, what excitement, Veterans of the United Nations, former Soldiers, relatives of bereaved soldiers and all present including Councillor John kelleher, on that Saturday morning in beautiful Fitzgerald’s Park.  
I attended the controversial commemoration in Omagh on Friday 15th August 2008. Some of the issues emerged on speaking to people. 
The event was

Organised by Omagh
District Council which has

21 members’10 of whom  including the chairman are Sinn Fein. I understand it was not possible to include a plaque from the Omagh Support and Self Help Group [OSSHG] with the inscription 
“To honour and remember 31 people including two unborn twins and hundreds injured from three nations by a dissident republican terrorist car bomb."
Nevertheless the memorial garden is beautiful and worthy of the memory of those who were slaughtered.

I spoke with or said hello to amongst others, An Taoiseach Brian Cowen, Mr.Terry Waite, Mark Durken SDLP leader, Martin Mc Guinness, and
Jeffrey Donaldson DUP  
In my view 
Sinn Fein should have facilitated the relatives by allowing the relatives plaque.

They should have invited a prominent person [Terry Waite was present] not associated by a political party to cut the tape to the memorial.

They should call on their supporters to assist in every way both An Gardai Siochana and the Police force of Northern Ireland to help the relatives to bring some sort of closure to this brutal act.
Terry Waite CBE (born May 31, 1939, Cheshire, England) is a humanitarian and author. In the 1980s he was Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie's Assistant for Anglican Communion Affairs. As an envoy for the Church of England, he travelled to Lebanon to try to secure the release of four hostages including journalist John McCarthy. He was himself held captive between 1987 and 1991. He is also Patron of the charity AbleChildAfrica.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry_Waite
Other Commemorations in 2008 include
Óglaigh Náisiúnta na hÉireann Teoranta is the official name of the Organisation of National Ex-Servicemen and Women (O.N.E.). 
ONET is a limited company with charitable status that is dedicated to looking after the welfare of ex-service personnel of the Irish Defence Services. http://www.oneconnect.ie/
General Tom Barry Memorial plague will be sited.
The National Monument The National Monument, Grand Parade Cork was erected in 1906 to commemorate those who died in uprisings against the British in 1867 and 1798. It is due an improvement which I understand will be carried out soon.
The cenotaph is restored and will mark the 90th anniversary of the ending of the First World War 1918 on Sunday 9th November 2008.  
One hundred and seventy years ago The Sirius      [a model of which is in the Lord Mayor’s room] was the first vessel to cross the Atlantic entirely under the power of steam. 
The Sirius, her passengers and her 38-strong crew under the command of Captain Richard Roberts R.N. of Ardmore, Passage West, set off from Passage West at 10 am on 4th April 1838, two days later than intended. A salutary battery of guns was fired; crowds came to see them leave.
Captain Roberts described the departure in his subsequent log of the voyage:  “The Sirius started from Passage, port of Cork, on 4 April 1838 at 10.30 am in company with the Ocean, another splendid steamer of the St. George Steam Packet Company. On leaving Passage, about 7 miles below Cork, we were loudly cheered by the inhabitants, together with the most respectable families in Cork, who had assembled with warm hearts and handsome faces (the ladies, I mean) to witness our departure and wish us success on our passage to our trans Atlantic brethren. Most of the gentlemen interested in our vessel proceeded with us as far as the Cove (Cobh) of Cork, where we stopped to let Ocean come alongside to take the above gentlemen out, which having been done, with three hearty cheers and many heartier wishes, we gallantly bent our way for New York.”
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