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Diary 2008-2009. – August 31thth 2008

London calling, 
I was delighted to receive a delegation from the London Cork Association led by its chairman Dennis Murphy together with Joe Quinn, Ann Kelleher, Billie Keating, Fred and Norah Harkin and special guests Mary and Paddy O'Brien.
Mary and Paddy moved to London in 1957 and since then have lived and worked in the La Sainte Union convent serving the nuns and their school. It is in the parish of Kentish Town as is the Irish Centre that for over 50 years has provided advice and help to the Irish finding accommodation, jobs and assisting them settle into a huge an intimidating city. The County Associations and in particular the Cork Association works with it to serve the Irish of London.
In particular it holds its dinner dances and other social events in the centre.

For almost 30 years Mary and Paddy, in addition to supporting the events of the association, have spent most evenings running weekly socials as Bingo, 45 card evenings, dances and others in the Irish Centre and in the parish halls. 
Two of Mary's sisters Norah and Joan live in the parish and between them and their families they have run for over 15 years a homeless club that every day including Christmas day serves meals to over 60 people. 
Paddy and Joan are Eucharistic ministers who are part of a team that visit the housebound each week.
It is so important for Cork and Ireland to keep in close contact with the Irish Community in the UK 
It was a delight in honouring on behalf of the people of Cork the services given to the Irish in London by Mary and Paddy and the London Cork Association.
Wedding Bells

Congratulations to Sheila Ahearn of Glendale Grove Glasheen, daughter of my very good friend Michael Ahern who married Daniel O’Donovan at the Honan Church on Friday 22nd August 2008. 
May I extend my best wishes to the happy couple? 

European Institute of Technology [EIT]
Held in the dramatic setting of the Neues Rathaus (New Town Hall) in Dresden, a meeting between representatives of Cork City, the French city of Grenoble and German city of Dresden took place in order to strengthen links around economic development and particularly the field of innovation and technology.
Mr Pat Ledwidge Cork City Council and I met with Dirk Hilbert, the Mayor of economic development in Dresden and Genevieve Fioraso, Mayor of economic development in Grenoble and others.


The meeting sought the advice of key local political leaders from each region, as well as administrators from local government and universities, on the topic of economic development. 

The three regions began their collaboration when they became involved in a European project aimed at establishing a European Institute of Technology (EIT). The EIT hopes to create strong links all over Europe between universities, research institutions, industry and local/regional government in order to create usable and commercial outputs. 

The three regions assisted in one of the pilot projects (ComplexEIT) by representing cities and regions. 
The aim was to identify governance models for the EIT and to propose new tools which will enhance further the integration of Research, Education and Innovation-Business at European level. 

The input of those involved resulted in some tangible outcomes from the meeting and solid next steps to further the links between the three regions. Actions to improve cooperation between educational facilities, from joint summer schools to a European award for Innovation, post-graduate programmes were discussed. It is now hoped that there will be an increase in the volume and ease of the brightest students spending their time studying between the three regions. 

The feasibility of joint promotion of each others cities by development agencies at conferences, promotional events and fairs were highlighted. 
The aim now is to market the cities as places for researchers, students and professors outside of Europe. It is believed that there may be gains by doing this in cooperation with each other. 
It was also suggested that the cities should become the “service point” for businesses looking to begin operation in one of the partner cities in order to make this process easier. 

Finally the cities can work together for mutual benefit in terms of communication. 
With a larger voice it may be easier for a group of regions to lobby at the EU level. They may also be able to identify other projects which they can work together on. A greater amount of regions are also more likely to have a greater number of networks in terms of industry and clusters, who can be acquainted with one and other and encouraged to work together and utilised in joint projects to the benefit of all the regions. 

After a productive meeting the visitors enjoyed a trip to the Fraunhofer Institute, one of Germanys’ foremost research centres. 
With a strong desire to be at the vanguard of new technology this meeting may have helped pave the way for a true knowledge and innovation community in the EU. 

*******************
Batting and Bowling.
The Dublin “Taverners” Cricket Team, accompanied by Dan Murphy from Cork, visited City Hall before they began a three match tour against the Law Society (Southern Region), Midleton CC and Cork County/Sundays Well Selection. Led by Dr Brian Hamilton, a former Irish Olympian, and John Mullins, both originally from Cork, the visitors represented a cross section of several old Irish cricket clubs. The visiting party included Eugene Ward, Malcolm Cadoo, Billy Baxter (Phoenix CC), Arthur Dunne, Mike Beetlestone, Brian Kelly (Merrion CC), Des Drumm (Halverstown CC), Murrough McDevitt, Hugh Elliot (Leinster CC), Billy Goodwin (Malahide CC), David Cooke (Rance Ramblers) and Tim Millman (Guinness).

Cricket is growing in popularity following the success of the Irish team reaching the finals of the World Cup last year. Taverners Cricket is no exception. There are about twenty Taverners teams in Leinster and matches are played once a week usually on Friday evenings, weather permitting. The average age of players is over 40. Several players are in their seventies. The Taverners play a Twenty20 game and have their own set of rules, which gives each player a fair chance of being more involved longer in both batting and bowling. There is great camaraderie among Taverners. Winning is not as important as socialising, yet all players strive to achieve a high standard of individual performance in order to win Man of the Match awards. An Irish Taverners party of 22 players, also led by Brian Hamilton, completed a successful tour of India in February. They played against teams, comprising many Indian ex Test Cricketers, in Poona and on two Test grounds in Mumbai (Bombay) and Chennai (Madras). Their exploits can be viewed on the website: www.flickr/tavernerscricket/photos. 
Their visit to Cork will be followed by a Cork Taverners Selection touring Dublin. The plan being to make these trips regular annual fixtures in the cricketing calendar.

*********************

Photographic Vision
It’s a joy to visit the Cork Vision Centre at St. Peter's North Main Street. 
Gerard McCarthy, Vice President of the IPPA officially launched the IPPA Photography Exhibition.
In my speech I spoke of the importance of Photography in an Artistic sense.
The Centre's Director John X Miller expressed his gratitude to Robert Alien, IPPA, who could unfortunately not attend the launch.
Many Photographers and members of the IPPA were in attendance including,
John Lotty, Photographer
Roger Overall, Photographer, who also won the category of Best Landscape image in the awards.
Gerard McCarthy Photographer
Donogh Glavin, Photographer
Denis & Eileen Hyland, Photographer
Bill Johnson, Jazz Festival
Sir Feddie Pedersen & his wife Hannah, Danish Consulate
James Clancy, Photographer
Luka Brase, Artist & Photographer
Janice O' Connell, F22 Photography
Senator Dan Boyle and his wife Blathin, Green Party
Gerard O' Callaghan, Cork Civic Trust
Capt. James Robinson, Irish Navy
Walter & Aileen Stansfeld, Cork Civic Trust
John P. O' Donovan and Sean Crowley, Cork City Council
Nuala Faffiani, Cork Clinic
Kevin Sanquest, Progressive News & Media and RSVP
Dominic Daly, Auctioneer
Vincent Sheehan, Auctioneer
Willie O' Brien Snr.         O'Brien Construction.
Darragh Kane, Photographer
Lorraine Cahalane & Sharon Spillane, Cork Vision Centre
Elaine Duggan, Evening Echo
Colette Sheridan, Journalist

and John X Miller and Trish Miller, Cork Civic Trust & Honorary Consul to Hungary. 
*********************

The X factor

John X paid a visit to City Hall and informed me of the wonderful and exciting programme ahead at the Cork Vision Centre.
John, Lorraine, Finola and all at the vision centre are continually providing a diverse creative experience for citizens of Metropolitan Cork, Ireland and wider afield. 
Many thanks 
www.corkvisioncentre.com 
*********************
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