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A Tribute of Remembrance – 9/11
Inferno in New York. September 11th is a date to remember the many lives ended by a planned act of cruelty inhumanity and terrorism and to pay tribute to the fire-fighters, police and other rescuers who gave their lives whilst rescuing others at the Twin Towers, that fateful morning. 

“From the very first moments of the World Trade Centre horror, the valour of New York's firemen, the city's police and emergency forces, have transfixed the whole nation. Danger was nothing to them, courage and honors everything. They responded instantly to the explosion and fire, all drawn to, rather than repelled by, the inferno—and without regard to their own safety or the consequences of their possible incineration upon their loved ones at home. We now know their last radio cries: "Move away from the towers! Everyone move away from the towers!" Silence. . . . 

As the ghastly rubble gets turned over, we find their remains in clusters—four incinerated here, ten buried there, 14 caught en masse in a stairwell, where they had guided the panicked down as they themselves ascended to their deaths: "All nonessential personnel move away from that building!" The antithesis, left unsaid, is obvious: "All necessary rescuers get into that building!"


So many of them disappeared—at least 388 fire-fighters—because in a heartbeat they chose to race into the flames and smoke rather than to hesitate and accept the obvious: that the towers were already death traps. Officers— 47 lieutenants, 20 captains, and 21 chiefs—died alongside the rank and file, heroic death requiring no prerequisite of class or colour. Paramedics, a fire marshal, even the fire department's chaplain were engulfed. Remarkably, moments after the buildings collapsed, there were even more rescue workers on the scene than before. 
It is human to flee from a place of death; the firemen and the police were almost inhuman in mounting so quickly the rubble that buried their brethren”.

Victor Davis Hanson 
http://www.city-journal.org/
To date we have paid tribute of Remembrance to General Michael Collins, General Liam Lynch and the victims of Omagh and Hiroshima.
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Musical Schools
On Monday 22nd September I outlined a new initiative for the traditional visits to the City’s schools. 

Commencing on Friday 26th I will set off on a programme visiting over 100 schools in a three week period. Bringing a new note to the annual visits, schools are invited to present a short performance, showcasing the schools’ music activities. The initiative is intended as a celebration of the creativity, imagination and fun that is fostered through music and the arts. 

Dr. Evelyn Grant of CIT Cork School of Music will view the showcase and recommend a number of schools to perform at a special concert in the new CIT Cork School of Music Curtis Auditorium later in the year. They will receive prizes of musical equipment courtesy of the companies sponsoring the initiative.

Dr. Grant says 
“When young people engage in music they are likely to experience joy, appreciation, engagement and flow and will learn new ways of self-expression and communication. 
They become confident and independent through music-making. Teamwork is developed in a fun and unforced, non-competitive way.”

I would like to thank all those involved for their commitment in ensuring the success of this initiative including School Principals Teachers and Students. 

 “Besides the obvious benefit the initiative will bring in showcasing the musical talent of school children and highlighting the importance of music, the kind sponsorship given will have a further longer-term, tangible benefit by assisting schools in buying musical equipment for the class-room”, 

Sincere thanks to Pro-Musical, Dino’s, [Councillor Denis Cregan] The Evening Echo and Cork City Council’s Arts Office.                  
As per the letter sent to the schools, alternatives to this initiative include an aspect of local history on the office of Mayors / Lord Mayors of Cork down the centuries told or dramatise by the students. Otherwise the schools may arrange for the traditional approach with the Lord Mayor saying a few words of “wisdom”  

Musical City
A number of people have come together to work in ensuring that music will play a major role and will be a key feature this year.

Thanks to Dr. Evelyn Grant, Bob Seward of the Cork academy of Music, Owen Nash of Bones of Cork, Maeve Dineen, Cork City Council, Billy O’Callaghan of the Barrack Street Band [The schools musical initiative is Billy’s idea]. 

Musical  events include bands on the streets, on Cultural hot spots such as Emmet Place, Grand Parade, Shandon and Barrack Street, along with new and ongoing Concerts, Festivals and Balls creating  a broad musical program over the coming months to enhance Cork as a Musical City. 

To date, the Barrack Street Band marched with the Frank and Walters from Grand Parade to Emmet Place. The Butter Exchange Band marched up Shandon Street celebrating their 130 anniversary-to the delight of all -congratulations. 
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Drink Up - PPP - Positive Peer Pressure. 
On Monday 22nd September, in the Millennium Hall, Cork, we launched a special event to promote the consumption of alcohol free or lowest beers 0.5% in social settings.
This initiative, which enjoys the support of the drinks industry and Student Unions in the
City is aimed at changing the attitude of those who may in the past not have considered the option.
The main aims of this initiative and of the group supporting it are
• To positively change attitudes to responsible drinking
• Promote Positive Peer Pressure [PPP] in a social setting
• Enhance and support social life in a positive way
• Health awareness
The Gleeson group Ireland’s largest independent drinks distributor and Heineken Ireland will be providing alcohol free or 0.5% beer to attendees to convince them that the taste and experience of drinking alcohol free beer can be not just as enjoyable but more enjoyable as the alcoholic beers without the consequent health and social risks.
I maintain that we in the City are very conscious of the fact that the pub is historically an integral part of the social fabric of society. What we are saying is that alcohol need not necessarily be a part of that. I suppose you could say we are promoting a different kind of PPP-Positive Peer Pressure. We want to show people you can spend an evening with friends in the pub without the dangers of excessive consumption of alcohol" 
Representatives of "the Gleeson group and / Heineken says

"Brewing has come such a long way in the past 20 years that from a taste and enjoyment point of 
view there is no discernable difference. We just need to get the message out there and we think this is a wonderful innovative way of doing it. 
Frank Cunningham of drinks industry says

"Because of the fear of exceeding the alcohol limit our members have found a noticeable fall off in trade in recent years. We're saying enjoy your few pints knowing you are no danger to yourself or others we believe this is an idea whose time has certainly come
Representatives of the Students Union of CIT and UCC says
“Young people and students in particular are enthusiastic to show that the student body is just as keen to open itself up to this option and support this project wholeheartedly”. 
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WHAT IS PROBUS Probus is an association of retired and semi-retired men and women who join together in autonomous clubs throughout the world. 

The word Probus is an abbreviation of the words PROfessional and BUSiness but membership is not restricted to these two groups. 

Anyone who has had any measure of responsibility in any field of endeavour may apply to join.

The basic purpose of a Probus Club is to provide regular gatherings of persons who in retirement appreciate and value opportunities to meet others in similar circumstances and of a similar level of interest. 

The organisation and the constituent clubs are non-sectarian and non-political. Probus membership provides self-generating goodwill, a sense of belonging and a diverse background of interests.

The fellowship and cordiality evident within Probus Clubs ensures a highly successful future for Probus as a firmly established part of the community.

Throughout Ireland, North and South, there are one hundred and fourteen Probus Clubs. Many have only male members, several have ladies-only membership and a few are open to men and women. 
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