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Theme: Religious Celebrations – September 28st 2008


Ladies Galore, 
In fact over 10,000 ran the 27th Evening Echo Mini Marathon on Sunday 28th. What a sight to see so many logos on each person indicating the Charities who benefitted. 

Over the years charities from all over Ireland used the event as a major fundraising opportunity with hugh amounts collected for so many worthwhile causes. On behalf of the many individuals and families whose lives have been touched by the efforts of the athletes – many thanks. The Athletes had great fun. I saw Councillors Lorraine Kingston and Catherine Clancy and Deputy Kathleen Lynch participating.

Cork at its best, a caring community on display. 
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Four in a row 
All Ireland ladies football champions were greeted by a great turnout of supporters on Cork’s South Mall Monday 29th. Present included Bishop John Buckley with Councillor John A Collins Deputy County Mayor, Fr.Liam Kelleher from Grenagh the PRO for Cork Ladies Football acted as compere. Well done. 
I invited the team to City Hall for a reception at their convenience.
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Diamonds are forever

Congratulations to Rev. Dean O’Connor who celebrated his 60th anniversary Diamond Jubilee. With the Parish Council the Dean visited City Hall to the sound of The Fuchsia Band who played for the Dean in the New City Hall, [Civic Building] and in the Lord Mayors Room. Sincere thanks to the group. They are a group of 4 lads from Cork, who play, dance, sing and generally have a good time. They are  Traditional Irish musicians with emphasis on fun and general entertainment! Are just great to be with.
http://www.thefuchsiaband.com 
The Dean has spent so many years at The Church of Descent of the Holy Spirit. 
It was built just over forty years ago as one of a rosary of churches on the edge of the city. The site was blessed by the Bishop of Cork, Dr. Cornelius Lucey in November 1956 and opened on Sunday, 25th September 1960, the feast of St. Finbarr, the patron saint of the diocese, by Dr. Lucey.
It has a seating capacity for 1,100,
The dedication of the Church of the Holy Spirit, the first in Ireland, 
was highlighted by the magnificent Pentecost altar mosaic, which was designed and executed by the Italian artist Romeo Battistella.
The church is neo-classical in style with a plan of a Latin cross with nave and transepts, 193 feet [58.83m] long and 98 feet [29.87m] wide. 
A large bronze lantern stands on top of the copper-sheeted dome, surmounted by a 24-foot [7.32m] high cross. 
The design is reputed to have been influenced by the churches Dr. Lucey had seen during his visit to the Eucharistic Congress in Spain.
The parish has about 2,000 homes with a population of about 6,000, which is increased during the academic year by almost 50% 
with third level students from U.C.C. and C.I.T. with C.U.H also within the parish.

The post-primary schools of the Parish include
Coláiste an Spiorad Naoimh and Mount Mercy College. St. Catherine’s National School is a primary school with Mercy Convent nearby. 
The Mercy Sisters have another community at St. Columba’s, which has infirmary facilities for sick sisters. The Sisters of the Infant Jesus have a similar facility at St. Joseph’s Convent while the Poor Clares also have a convent on College Road.
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Golden Sisters

Sunday September 7th was truly a day of celebration at Maryborough House Hotel, when Sr. Celestine Forrest and Sr. Imelda O’Shaughnessy celebrated the Golden Jubilee of their profession as Sisters of Mercy.  Together with their families, Mercy Sisters, and a wide circle of friends, they gathered in gratitude for the life they shared with so many people over those 50 years.  The spirit in the room was tangible evidence of the kind and caring spirit of these two women who truly touched the hearts of so many people over the years.

Elma and I were honoured to be invited representing the people of Cork in paying tribute to the contribution of Imelda and Celestine, which includes our newcomers in later years.  
Sr Coirle McCarthy, Congregational Leader, addressed the group and recalled earlier memories of times when she shared community life with the Jubilarians.
Chief celebrant of the Eucharist was Fr Cormac Breathnach S.M.A.  He was assisted by Fr Denis Cashman P.P., Fr Gerard Collins former P.P., Passage West and Fr Gerry Hickey O.S.A.  The beautiful rendering of music and hymns by the special choir was a deeply nourishing experience, and after an equally nourishing meal all present, from grannies to toddlers, danced the evening out to the versatile musical melodies of Colm Cronin.  – A most memorable experience for everybody.  
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Golden Boy

Fr Michael Kidney
celebrated His Golden Jubilee of his ordination.
Chaplain in Cork Prison for more than 30 years He was or​dained in 1958 and joined the prison service in 1974, and is the longest serving person at the jail.
Members of Cork Prison Officers Social Club presented Fr Kidney with a certificate commending his work and a surprise five-day accompanied trip to Vatican City.
Prison officer, Bobby Thornhill, paid trib​ute to the chaplain. He said; "He is a very humble person He is brilliant with staff and of​fenders and a really nice guy. Over the 30 years, he has borne the
hard task of having to break news to of​fenders of family deaths and so on, a tough job but he is ever the professional."
He was also commended for his in​volvement with the COPE Foundation, his walking fund-raising for the Irish Heart Foundation and his work with Blackrock GAA.
Fr Kidney will head off to Rome on Oc​tober 5 with two prison officers where they will join the audience with the Pope on Oc​tober 8th in the hope of personally meeting Pope Benedict.
The prison officers thanked Governor Jim Collins, Chief officers at the prison and Fr Tom Deenihan, Diocese of Cork and Ross, for help in making the trip pos​sible.
Also present were Maura and Pat Nash friends of Fr. Kidney, Bobby Thornville and Finbarr Canty, Cork Prison Officers John Connolly and Cork Prison Governor Jim Collins. 
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