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Ardmhéara Chorcai

Diary 2008-2009. – October 5th 2008


I am very glad to share the honour of Patron with Dr. Murphy President UCC.

2008 was declared by the European Commission the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue.

To celebrate  this event in Cork and on the UCC Campus, the UCC Chaplaincy in partnership with the National Consultative Committee on Racism and Interculturalism. 

The event is support by Mr.Fred Rosehill, the head of the Cork Hebrew Congregation and Professor Dermot Keogh from the history department UCC.
It is the first Jewish cultural festival in cork.

The Festival will take place on October 18th and 19th on UCC Campus. 
The Festival's program will include concerts by klezmer bands. 
Klezmer dance and Yiddish song workshop 
Lecture on the history of the Cork Jewish community by professor Keogh, 
Screening of "Shalom Ireland", a documentary film on the history of the Jewish community in Ireland. 
UCC students' will visit the Cork Synagogue, and meet with Mr.Rosehill.

e 26th 
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Gerald Goldberg
At the launch of a book
on former Lord Mayor Gerald Goldberg was held in City Hall in the presence of Professor Dermot Keogh of UCC.
This wonderful book – 
Gerald Goldberg – a tribute 
Edited by Professor Dermot Keogh 
and Dr. Diarmuid Whelan

Honours a  fine human Being a wonderful intellect, a distinguished politician and a true Corkonian. I congratulate 
and wish every success to Mercier Press and Professor Dermot Keogh 
and Dr. Diarmuid Whelan

As a boy, standing outside City Hall, Gerard wanted to be Lord Mayor of Cork.

Gerald is widely known to have idolised Terence Mac Swiney and Tomas Mac Curtain. He commissioned the portraits of the two Lords Mayor of Cork which hang in the Lord Mayor's room. 
He was elected an Alderman of Cork Corporation in 1967. As an independent, He made history by being the first member of the Jewish faith to be elected First Citizen in 1977 winning by eighteen votes to ten on a Fianna Fail nomination, having earlier relinquished his Independent ticket.

He recalled with great admiration the generosity of Councillor Dave Buckley without whose support he would not have been elected and who he remembered with great affection.
In his June 28th speech as new elected Lord Mayor, Gerald addressed those present in Irish, Hebrew and English stating that he was a Corkman born and bred and proud of his city and people. 
During his time as Lord Mayor, he visited the USA - in particular Pennsylvania, where he says he spent hours copying William Penn's notes on Cork and reminding the Pennsylvanians that they owed a lot to Cork. 
When on his travels he was often asked if the people of Cork were anti-Semites - his answer was always the same - he gave them top marks for tolerance!

Gerald had high praise for many of the official and fellow councillors he worked with over the years.
In an interview some years ago he stated
"Under the management of Joe McHugh, Cork Corporation was built into one of the finest corporations in Ireland. I had the privilege of working with some very dedicated men and women over the years who worked selflessly for the good of this city.
The likes of John Birmingham, Pearse Wyse, and other very strong Lord Mayors such as Pat Kerrigan, Hugh Coveney and Sean Casey and many others. 
I was very happy as Lord Mayor to be part of the ceremony in honour of a former Lord Mayor who spoke so kindly and eloquently about my late Father. 
Gerald's wife Sheila also played a large public role during her term as Lady Mayoress. She visited schools around the City many times and fulfilled an almost 'First Lady' persona.

Gerald Goldberg's time as an elected representative was a time of dynamic change in Cork. In 1976 Cork's City Council embarked upon one of the most ambitious strategic planning exercises ever undertaken in the State's history. The Land Use and Transportation Study (LUTS) was an examination of the Greater Cork Area's development and transportation needs up to the new millennium - a period of 25 years.
The delivery of the vision which had crystallised in the study's findings was a major task. Nevertheless, the Council on which Gerald Goldberg served as both an Alderman and Lord Mayor rose to the challenge.

The success of the LUTS plan continues to be built upon today with the adoption of LUTS' successor - the Cork Area Strategic Plan (CASP). 
Gerald Goldberg played a pivotal role in the championing and shaping of the first such strategic plan introduced in the State. After 18 years of public service, his active role in politics came to and ends in 1985.

Gerald and Sheila Goldberg will be remembered by many people for their patronage of the arts spanning several disciplines. 
They were great supporters of live musical performances in Cork. He had a passion for books and had a most comprehensive private library testament to his interest in academic works and in particular Jewish history and Jewish fiction.
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Israeli Ambassador
A warm welcome was extended to The Israeli Ambassador Zion Evrony Ph.D who visited City Hall. 
I understand it was the first occasion that the Israeli flag flew on City Hall. 

We chatted on a variety of topics including the Jews of Cork, and world issues. 
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Mayors of the world Unite. The four-day conference focused primarily on green urban projects. 
Amongst others we heard from industry professionals on Environmental urban innovations in Jerusalem.
such as the light rail project that aims to rid the city centre of traffic, 
the widespread water purification and reclamation activities of the Gihon water company, and an ambitious project to preserve the East Kidron Valley that lies on the border between east and west Jerusalem. 
The Kidron project, described by Prof. Richard Laster of the Hebrew University, involves the joint efforts of the Jerusalem Municipality, the Palestinian Authority and interested scientists to clean up the solid waste and untreated sewage along the Kidron's riverbed create a watershed and encourage eco-tourism by recognizing the valley as a World Heritage Site. 

The idea is not only to preserve the valley, which includes the Mar Saba Greek Orthodox Monastery built into the Judean mountains, but to increase contact with the Palestinian community and improve the quality of life in east Jerusalem, Laster said. 

The Mayor of Albuquerque presented a video on his city's implementation of the "Albuquerque Green" program, an integrated plan that shapes social action and education, as well as economic and municipal infrastructure. 

Cities all over the world have started to have the same problems and priorities.
Power and water infrastructure, 
New approaches to traffic, Environmental awareness, Nature preservation, 
Economic development and Job creation and be  attractive to tourism,
We participated in a special ceremony in honour of a new a garden and sculpture aimed to promote the tolerance in Jerusalem, donated by Polish Bilioner. 
Uri Lupolianski, Mayor of Jerusalem says 
"Please don't think that tolerance is only a nice word, tolerance it's a value and it has four main aspects: respect to others, restraint, rapprochement, and being able to compromise. I had a photo taken in the company of Lech Wałęsa who must surely rank as one of the most important historical figures of the 20th Century. He co-founded Solidarity the Soviet bloc's first independent trade union.
He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983, and served as President of Poland from 1990 to 1995. 
We visited sites of religious and cultural significance around Jerusalem and Israel. 
For more information log on to http://mayors.jerusalem.muni.il
So picture the Gulf oil money and talent working with Israelis pursuing the future beyond oil, tackling global warming, working together to build on Israeli inventions that lower water usage in that parched part of the world. Israeli ingenuity and resourcefulness, with Arab funding and creativity, could turn the Middle East into a heaven of peace and prosperity. 
Where oh where are the Peacemakers? 
Do we have to wait for Hamas and the Ultra Orthodox Jew to see the light?
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The little children sang Jerusalem 
Last night I lay asleeping
there came a dream so fair. 
I stood in old Jerusalem Beside the temple there, 
I heard the children singing,

and ever as they sang, Methought the voice of Angels, 
From Heaven in answer rang
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
Lift up you gates and sing, 
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna to your King!" 
And then methought my dream was chang'd
The streets no longer rang
Hush'd were the glad Hosannas, 
The little children sang, The sun grew dark with mystery,
The morn was cold and chill, As the shadow of a cross arose, Upon a lonely hill
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem!
Hark! How the Angels sing,
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna to your King!" 
And once again the scene was chang'd
New earth there seem'd to be, I saw the Holy City
Beside the tideless sea
The light of god was on its streets, The gates were open wide, And all who would might enter, And no one was denied. No need of moon or stars by night,
Or sun to shine by day,
It was the new Jerusalem
That would not pass away
"Jerusalem! Jerusalem
Sing for the night is o'er
Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna for evermore!"
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October 5th was Raoul Wallenberg Day, honouring the Swedish diplomat who saved as many as 100,000 Hungarian Jews from deportation and probable death in concentration camps during WWII. 
He did this through bargaining with Nazi officials, establishing safehouses, distributing false passports, disguising Jews in Nazi uniforms and setting up checkpoints to avert deportations. 
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