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Ardmhéara Chorcai

Diary 2008-2009. – October 12th 2008


Coffee beans: 
The annual The Lady Mayoress Coffee morning in aid of Marymount hospital /hospice was held recently. 
It was very successful due to the great spirit of Cork people and the many business who contributed generously with sponsorship of all sorts. 

The Sisters of Charity have been caring for the people of Cork since 1870 and the tradition of dedicated and compassionate personal care is still very much in evidence in our City. Fionnula O’Sullivan of St. Patrick's Hospital /Marymount Hospice was with us. 
I would like to thank all the Sponsors 
Claire Nash, President Cork Business Association [CBA] and of restaurant, Nash 19 Princes Street. Dan & Kathleen O'Neill, Dan O'Neill Coffee Limited,
Mr. Jim Watkins, Watkins Catering Old Mill Confectionery Limited,Mr. Dara Murphy, Party Rentals, Oliver Plunkett Street, Mr. Tony Barry, Barry's Tea,Mr. John Kelleher, Musgraves Cash & Carry,
Brackens Bakery,
Mr. James Grimes, Clancy's Premier Event Catering, 15-16, Princes Street, Ken Murphy, Britvic Ireland and  CMP dairy. Thanks to all my colleagues who attended.

St Patrick’s is a much valued institution in Cork City. Whether it is the specialist palliative care provided by Marymount Hospice or the long stay/continuing care and respite care for people in St. Patrick's, all lives are touched by the work carried on here.
The ethos of the hospital and hospice is to ensure that all persons who come through the door, be they patients, family members, visitors and staff are treated with respect, warmth, friendship, dignity and compassion.
Plans by St. Patrick’s Hospital (Cork) Ltd. (which incorporates St. Patrick’s Hospital and Marymount Hospice), to relocate all of its services from its current site at Wellington Road, Cork to a green field site at Ballineaspig More, Waterfall Road, Cork are progressing well. I understand an announcement is due.
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 Annie Moore:
To Shandon again to unveil a commemorative plaque to Annie Moore at the house where she lived, 2, Rowland’s Lane. She is celebrated as the first person to land on Ellis Island in New York on the 1st. of January 1892. 12 million immigrants entered Ellis Island’s processing centre before its eventual closure. 

Today’s unveiling was brought about by the wonderful exhibition and research conducted by Scoil Olibhéir pupils with the assistance of their Teachers and Principal. 

Thanks to the pupils 
and staff of Scoil Olibheir in particular Damien Elliffe, Tim Mc Coy, and Principal Jimmy Daly for all their hard work.
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 Cork Film Festival:
At Film Festival time we pay tribute, commemorate and salute Mr. Dermot Breen founder member of the Cork Film Festival who died on, October 5th 1978, 30 years ago and Mr Charlie Hennessy who gave so much to the advancement of Culture in Cork. We celebrate the Film Festival as one of Ireland's Premier Cultural events in Our City since 1956. 1956 ushered in tragic events such as the outbreak of Polio in Cork and The Hungarian Uprising. It began a Cultural Revolution with Bill Haley’s “Rock around the Clock” the Platters sang “Great Pretender” Elvis sang "Heartbreak Hotel" “My Fair Lady” burst on the stage 
And Cecil B.DeMille’s Ten Commandants was screened starring Charlton Heston as Moses and amongst others, Yul Brynner, Edward G Robinson and Vincent Price. 

We thank The Festival Chairperson Michael O’Connell, Director Michael Hannigan organisers and Staff. We thank the Major Sponsor Corona and all the Sponsors for their confidence in what is a great cultural event in Cork.
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Ringmahon House was dedication as a Community Resource in the presence of Dr. Margaret Heffernan [Dunnes Stores] and the City Manager. 

Cork’s history as a chartered City extends back for more than 800 years, though settlements have existed here since Neolithic times. Viking, Danish, Norman, English, Huguenot and Jewish influences have all impacted on its colourful and varied history.  That rich tapestry is reflected in its streets, its architecture and its built environment.  Dotted throughout the suburbs of Cork we still have fine examples of manor homes built during the 18th & 19th Centuries.  
Ringmahon House is an excellent example of this cherished heritage. 
Built in the late 18th century, the house stood on mature grounds, in which still stand the ruins of Ringmahon Castle’s gatehouse. 


Dunnes Stores have has every reason to be proud of the manner in which Ringmahon House has been restored by the contractors Lane & Sons Ltd and Bertie Pope, architect.

Many architectural gems still remain to remind us of the extraordinary standards of design and workmanship that were commonplace throughout our city over the centuries.  

Some examples that spring to mind are; the Cork Civic Trust House, Popes Quay,  Crawford Art Gallery, Emmet Place, Frank O’Connor House, Blackrock Castle, the English Market, Clifton House, Montenotte, properties in Tivoli and Castle Road to name but a few.

The Dunne family has long been central to the commercial life of the City.
The first of the many stores in the retail empire was at the central location in St Patrick’s Street. It was opened on 30th March 1944 and was considered by Ben Dunne Senior to be the flagship store.  
Today before our eyes we see a development of almost 14,000 square metres of retail space in the heart of the City taking shape on Dunnes original site. 
History will record the significance in the advancement of Corkonians due to Mr. Ben Dunne Senior. It was He who revolutionised clothing in this City and indeed Ireland giving people from all walks of life the opportunity to don that colourful dress and suit with prices they could afford.
Equality of Dress was introduced leading to equality of style outlook and confidence leading to significant social change. Irelands Social and Commercial History will indeed hold Mr. Ben Dunne Senior in very high esteem.
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 “G Company” 
Old IRA. Attended the Annual Memorial Mass for the deceased members of "G" Company, Old IRA, 
on Sunday 12*. October, 
at the Convent Church of St. Maries of Isles in Sharman Crawford Street. 

I met with Eddie Goggin, Pearce Gunn, William Martin and the families of the deceased. The Celebrant was Fr. Terry Gunn SMA who gave a lovely homily.

This Mass is held yearly for fifty years or so, and the families wish to have it continued. Eddie Goggin organised and provided lovely music for the Memorial Mass with the Friendship Singers. Telephone at 4317789. 
"G" Company was a section of the old Cork City IRA that campaigned during the "troubles" around 1919-21. 
Its members have now passed on to their heavenly reward. This grouping was mainly based in the Bandon Road area of the Southside, and numbered among its strong membership the likes of Connie Neenan and Batt. Cronin of St. Finbarrs, Bill Martin, Transport Union Secretary, and George Gunn, who was a shopkeeper at the end of Barrack Street, just to mention a few of those stalwart people. 
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Port of Cobh 2nd October 2008.
The Mayor of Cork County, The Mayor of Cobh and I with the Chairman of the Port of Cork Dermot O’Mahony and CEO Brendan Keating were guests the Captain and President and Managing Director of Cunard Line.

Recognised as the most famous ship in the world and for 35 years, flagship of the Cunard fleet, QE2 was named by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 1967. During nearly four decades at sea, she has logged 5.9 million nautical miles (equivalent to travelling to the moon and back 13 times), carried more than 2.5 million passengers and has sailed 25 World Cruises. With a top speed of 32.5 knots, QE2 is the fastest passenger ship in the world. As a true ocean liner she can sail backwards faster than most cruise ships sail forward.
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